Eight Stars of Gold

The Story of Alaska's Flag

Benny Benson, an
Alaska Native seventh
grader from the Jesse
Lee Mission Home in
Seward, won the Alaska
Flag Contest in 1927.
His simple but elegant
design was selected from
142 entries. Benny’s

life changed forever, as
he became a famous
Alaskan within the state
and across the country.
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It was this of stars that inspired

Benny Benson for his flag design entry.
he Big Dipper is one of the easiest group of stars toj
find in the pky. It is visible all year jound, and its jtarsj

are bright enough to see even when the sky is nofj
completely dark.j

The Big Dipper is only a part of thej 7 5
constellation Ursa Maijor, the Great Bear .| 8 e
The "handle" of the Dipper is the tailj s e
of the bear,j : 2 {

You can findj

the North Star,j s s,
Polaris, with thej
help of the Big Dipper. Goj \ 2
utside on a clear night andj  ** | A -
draw an imaginary line throughj |' =;__i:
the two jtars at the front pf thej ~ **" | e
cup. Extend this line and it willj (L R e
point to Polaris.j w0 ar
w3
A5e =43

Connect the dots to see the Great Bear
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"The blue field is for
the Alaska sKy and
the forget-me-not,
an Alaskan flower.
The North Star is
for the future state
of Alaska, the most
northerly in the
union. The Dipper
" Is for the

a Great Bear —

e 13

" symbolizing
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strength."
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Eight Stars of Gold
The Story of Alaska’s Flag
on th museum's site:
www.museums.state.ak.us




Meet the
Author

India Spartz

Researcher, India
Spartz, who grew up
in Juneau and now
works in Fairbanks,
became very
interested in telling
the story of how
Alaska got its distinc-
tive flag. She wanted
to commemorate the
75" anniversary of
the flag and celebrate
the creativity and the
patriotic commitment
of Alaska's people over
the years. The result
of her work is the
Alaska State Museum
exhibit and catalog,
Eight Stars of Gold:
The Story of Alaska’s
Flag. You can see an
interview with India
Spartz at the

museum’s website:
Wwww.museums.state.ak.us

Bubble Puzzle

What flies more around Alaska’s capital than the Alaska Flag?

I I
1 2 I3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 |

Figure out the questions below to find the answer. The lefters in thel
bubbles kpell but the binswer |

1.1The Latin name of the constellation also known as thel

“Great Bear” @_ o
2I1Alaskawasa | _@_ ___before it became a ktate.|
3.IBenny Benson designed the __ __ I_Q_ __flagll

4.1'The blue field is for the Alaska sky,"(_ )l | | |

Benson’slflag motto.l
5. The colors bf the Alaska Flag are __ _@_Ond o

6.1The part bf the tonstellation on the Alaska Flag Is talledl

the () __ |

7.1The number of stars on the Alaska Flag: __
8.l Another name for the north s’ror_@ A

O

10. Marie Drake wrote the Is’ro’re@__ i

9.1The great bear symbolizes __ |

Alaska Flag Arithmetic Trivia

All the numbers and statements below have Urelationship to the AlaskaU
State Flag. Can you figure out the Bfatement using the numbers Qs clues2U
Each capital letter §tands for 0 word that Begins with that letter.U
EGINNER:  se the key words at the bottom to figure out the puzzleU
ADVANCED:UDon't use the key words. Read the history of the Alaska flagU
nd figure out the answers on your own.U

CLuea1927 = The AFCY. nswerea 1927 = The Alaska Flag Contest Year.

'59=Y of A S. I
7 SthatFthel D. I
8 Sonthe AF. I

49 = Ais this Son the U S F.| I
13 =Aofthe AFD,BB. I

Kevworbps:UAge, Big, Stars, United, Flag, Designer, Benny, Dipper,U
Statehood, Benson, Alaska, States, Form, YearU
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Alaska's Flag

Do you know the words to
the song, Alaska’s Flag?

1st Verse of Alaska’s Flag

Written by Marie Drake, Composed by Elinor Dusenbury

Eight stars bf gold bn a field bf blue -
Alaska’s flag. May it mean to youl

The blue of the seq, the evening sky,l

The mountain lakes, and the flow'rs nearby;l
The bold bf the kearly sourdough's dreams,|
The precious gold bf the hills and ktreams;|
The briliant stars in the northern sky,|

The I'Bear"-the I'Dipper"-and, shining high,|
The breat North Btar Wwith Its steady ight,|
O'er land and bea a beacon bright.|
Alaska’s flag + to Alaskans Hear,|

The simple flag bf b last frontier.|

Copyrightb 85b
University bf Blaska Boundation, Bl kights Beservedb

Did you know that a
second verse was written?

2nd Verse of Alaska’s Flag

Words by Carol Beery Davis

A Native lad chose the Dipper’s starsl

For Alaska’s flag that there be no barsl
Among our culture. Let it be knownl
Through years the Native's past has grownl
To share life’s reasures, hand in hand,|

To keep Alaska our Great-Land;l

We love the northern midnight sky,|

The mountains, lakes and streams nearby.|
The breat North Btar with Its steady ightl
Will guide bl kultures, tlear bind bright,|
With nature’s flag to Alaskans dear,|

The simple flag of the last frontier.l

You tan hear Lieutenant (Governor Franl
Ulmer sing the flag song at exhibit website:l
www.museums.state.ak.us

.. ok 3

Students at Kwethluk School in Lower Kuskokwim School Distict

Are there correct ways 1o
handle flag respectfully?

See if you can find out if citizens from an-I
other tountry have the same flag etiquettel
that we tdo.l

In the dctivity “Flag Efiquette” on the WseumU
website Ut www.museums.state.ak.us you willU
find the dnswers to thany frequently UkedU
questions dbout handling 4 flag.U

What is the state mo
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Alaska—the 49th State

LT i TR M e~
A When Klaskal

TN W went from beingl
R rr— _ aterritory to bl
e state In 1959,

= | | people all lverl
T _ the United Btates|
Design by Nancy Lee Andrewsb had Ideas for how!
o | ' to tedesign thel
) American Flag.l

- - n
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How was
the flag
redesigned?
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Design by Bonald Beckerb
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The galaxy is said to be the track made by Raven’s snowshoes when he walked
across the sky during one of his journeys while creating the inhabitants of the earth.

From The Eskimo About Bering Strait by Edward William Nelson.Originally published in 1899 by the Government Printing Office.9
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Recommended Books

Spartz, mdia. Bight Stars of Gold: The Story of Alaska’s Flag.
Juneau: Blaska Btate Museum, BOO1.Bhe bxhibit batalog vasb
produced to accompany the 75th anniversary of theb
creation bf Blaska’s hog.b

Crampton, Williom. Bag. New Iork: Blfred B. Knopf, B789. ISBNb
0-394-8222552. I khis book budents till discover bhe Hory bfb
flags kbind banners bloseup.b

Inglefield, Eric. Bags. New Iork: Kingfisher Books, ©784. ISBNb
0-668-06262-2 Fnis s o bandy keference book, bspecially Borb
secondary students doing research projects about flags.b

Karasilovski, Phyllis. Benny's Flag, 200 .BSBN: 1570983208. A
beautiful book about Benny Benson, illustrated by Juneaub
artist &im Eowler.b

Recommended Websites

The Alaskatbemocracy Projecb Citizens for b New Millenniumb
www.gov.state.ak.us/ltgov/adp The project birculatesb
Ground Zero flags among school districts.b

Color Bags bf the World www.fotw.net/flags/cbk-us.html
Printable coloring pages of flags for primary students.b

Flag Beport Bps lvww.fotw.net/flags/index.html
Simple guidelines bybhe Bexillological Association o belpb
students frite b Blag keport.b

Flag Trivia on-line Quizb
www.usask.ca/history/fraser/na_flags Good bte forb

Five-Pointed Star

Make a five-pointed star by folding all
piece of paper a few times and thenl
making one cut.l

Fold b piece bf paper In half.l
Write the lefters A, B, and C

n it as shown in the Picture.l
B is bt the mid-point bf thel
folded baper.l

Fold corner A to point B.I
Mark this hewly-formedl|
corner D.I

Fold corner IC ver the paperl
edge running from B to D
(along the dotted line).l

Make another fold along thel
dotted line D-LC.I

Turn bver bind tut the paperl
along a line from a poinfl
near bne edge to b pointl
about two-thirds bf the Wway
to the point D (the botted
line lllustrated bn the left).l

Unfold the paper.l

Stargazer Scope

s you are learning about the starsw

that inspired Benny's design for aw

flag for Alaska, make a Stargazerw
Scope."w

Decorate a rolled piece of heavy paper,w
or use a paper towel tube.w

Hold it out at arm’s length as you look atw
the stars. Can you find the Big Dipper ithw
your Stargazer Scopeew

developing bames bind Questions for Budents bbout Bags.b

Alaska Btate Museuml

395 Whittier St., Juneau, AK 99801 « (907) 465-2901

Visit bur lvebsite: www.museums.state.ak.us

Alaska Bepartment &f Bducation; Rivision &f Bbraries, A&rchives & Museums&
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