
UNITED NATIONS FOUNDATION
AT 20 YEARS



We thank the women and men who serve 
the United Nations every day with courage 

and compassion for their commitment 
to the spirit of UN Charter and for their 

tireless efforts to promote peace, progress, 
and human dignity. We also thank the 
hundreds of thousands of people who 

have taken action to support the UN and a 
better world for everyone, everywhere.
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“ More than ever before in 
human history, we share 
a common destiny. We can 
master it only if we face 
it together. And that, my 
friends, is why we have 
the United Nations.”
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Dear Friends of the United Nations Foundation,

Twenty years ago, the UN Foundation was 
created out of a deeply held belief in the mis-
sion of the United Nations — to advance our 
shared humanity and possibilities. While we 
pledge allegiance to different flags, our de-
sire for peace, prosperity, and opportunity is 
borderless. 

Today, just as in 1998, the world’s most se-
rious problems transcend geography. Glob-
al challenges — climate change, infectious 
disease, strife, and poverty — are connected 
and cannot be solved by any single nation on 
its own. 

It was clear two decades ago that the global 
community needed to strengthen its capac-
ity to act together and put resources behind 
the United Nations as the one organization 
dedicated to advancing the security, well-be-
ing, and dignity of everyone, everywhere.

That’s why Ted Turner established the UN 
Foundation with a $1 billion investment in the 
UN and UN causes. Ted’s gift also arrived at 
the beginning of a new wave of philanthropic 
activism that rose up in the following decades 
to solve urgent international issues. 

Global action and partnership sparked 
progress — vaccinating a record number of 
infants against preventable diseases, expanding access to modern contra-
ception to more than 300 million women in developing countries, increas-
ing the number of people with access to clean energy and mobile phones, 
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“ Global progress doesn’t 
happen by accident; it 
happens because of collective 
action. Thanks to incredible 
partners working alongside 
the UN, the world is 
healthier, more prosperous, 
and more peaceful than ever 
before. To continue down 
the path of progress, we 
need to choose solidarity 
over division and continue to 
work together with the UN to 
leave no one behind.”
Kathy Calvin

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
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ending civil war, advancing human rights, and opening the doors of education 
to more girls than ever before. There have been difficulties along the way, but 
the lesson is clear: global cooperation – rooted in upholding human dignity – 
leads to global progress.  

The UN Foundation has supported these efforts by bringing together powerful 
networks of business leaders, philanthropists, faith-based coalitions, govern-
ments, students, and civil society organizations to support the UN and its work. 
We have doubled the impact of Ted’s initial investment, and we have built the 
single largest-ever constituency of UN supporters in the United States. 

But progress needs protectors, and we have new battles to fight and hard-won 
achievements to defend.

In this turbulent and rapidly evolving world, the UN’s work is more important 
than ever. So is the work of those of us who support it. 

As the UN and its Member States pursue a universal agenda for progress – the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) – and strive to rise to the collective 
challenges before us, the UN Foundation will be there every step of the way. 

From the beginning, the Foundation and our exceptional Board of visionaries 
and leaders have been guided by our belief in the power of collective action. 
We believe we all have a role to play in ensuring dignity and opportunity for 
every person. And for the past 20 years, we’ve been honored to partner with 
the UN and supporters around the world to champion the UN’s work, tackle our 
toughest global challenges, and realize our common aspirations. 

 

Kathy Calvin 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
United Nations Foundation
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THE UN FOUNDATION AT 20

UN by uniting public, private, and civil society actors in 
the pursuit of new ways to address shared challenges. 

tive action on the most pressing issues of the day. 

ing, learning, and testing. We have worked with the 

port for the UN and its mission; incubate initiatives that 
bring sectors together to solve challenges at scale; build 
campaigns to advocate for the UN and advance its pri

 
new audiences; and provide trusted space for dialogue 
and convening to advance ideas, set agendas, and solve 

 
to peace.

ress and its demands. We have brought new initiatives, 

into meaningful and lasting results.

tial mission of the United Nations – which was founded 

uitable world for all. Created out of the ashes of World 

1945, it has helped maintain peace between great pow
ers, staunch violent conflict, alleviate poverty, advance 
human rights, and deepen cooperation around shared 
principles and purpose.

enshrined in international law, and millions of children 

to even greater scope and scale, and they ground that 
commitment in the bold promise to leave no one behind. 

Charter, gives us a principled and strategic vision for 
relations between nations that will produce more peace 
than conflict and more opportunity than scarcity.

in support of the UN and its highest and best purpose. 
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AN ERA OF CHANGE

was $1 billion in arrears, and to make up for the short
fall, the UN was siphoning off its critical peacekeeping 
budget and delaying payments to commercial partners 

path in Washington to turn the situation around.

his personal wealth – to the UN and UN causes.  

tions choose to solve them together.

philanthropic initiatives, not only for the breathtaking 
scale of his commitment, but also the sheer magnitude 

and mandate to tackle global challenges wherever peo
ple and the planet needed it the most. 

was taking off, but most people in the world lacked ac

yet happened. 

Walls had come down, and markets were opening. 

who had long been isolated in one corner of the world 
began to feel a connection to those they had never met. 

rope propelled waves of mediators, peacekeepers, and 
peacebuilders to all corners of the world. New attention 

ment for an international criminal court and what would 
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others 
demonstrating in principle and practice that philanthro

public goods.

for partnership building with the private sector, founda
tions, and others. 

“ Delivering $1 billion for UN 
causes is the best investment 
I’ve ever made. The UN 
is a place for countries to 
exchange words instead of 
bullets and find ways to work 
together on the problems that 
affect us all.”
Ted Turner
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strategic investments in the UN that stimulated collabo
ration among agencies, to leverage new and additional 
resources for UN causes, and to grow public aware
ness and support for the value of the UN and its work. 

that included grantmaking, advocacy, and partnership 
building. 

with the global development landscape and changing 

sensus at the UN on how to confront these daunting 

gether to advance peace, human dignity, and a healthy  

ting poverty through eight goals to tackle issues from 

as the force behind one of the most sustained periods 

women moved to the center of the global agenda and 

Girls and Women: 9%

Climate, Energy, and Environment: 10%

Global Health: 72%

Peace, Security, and Humanitarian Relief: 3%

UN Strengthening: 6%

History of Grants 
by Priority Area
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tributed to a decline in the incidence of diseases like 

be part of this era of change, and we are now ener

 

and ambitious frameworks for progress for all.

society leaders, and corporations helped us shape our 
approach to support the UN as a platform for effective 

while nurturing our core ideals has always shaped and 
strengthened our work. 

nal and unprecedented commitment, putting a reserve 
 

port for UN causes and multiplied the impact far be
yond his gift.

“ We must do everything we 
can to close the gap between 
the world as it is, and the 
world as it should be. That 
is the mission of the United 
Nations.”
Former Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon



AN ERA OF COLLECTIVE ACTION

In our 20 years of cooperation with the United Nations, 
the UN Foundation has strived to learn what works while 
driving outcomes through five primary approaches. For 
the UN and with partners, we Channel, Collaborate, 
Champion, Communicate, and Convene. 

Channeling
Mobilizing and directing resources into the UN

funding into the UN system by engaging new partners, 

capacities, and leverage new and additional resources 
for the UN.

sustainability reporting

donor dollars stretch further

 

of protected areas and biodiversity

role in advancing peace, prosperity, and human rights

tions

advocacy for increased accountability and transpar

process
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Multi-Region: 55%

Africa: 24%

Europe: 2%

North America: 4%

Caribbean: 1%

South America: 1%

Central America: 1%

Middle East: 1%

Asia: 11%

History of Grants by 
Geographic Region

WHO: 50%

World Bank: 4%

UN Country Team: 1%

UNEP: 3%

UNICEF: 5%

UNAIDS: 1%

UNFIP: 2%

UNFPA: 3%

Global Fund: 8%

FAO: 2% Other: 12%

UNDP: 4%

UNHCR: 1%

UNDESA: 1%

UNESCO: 2%

UN Women: 1%

History of Grants by  
Implementing Agency
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Collaborating
Providing a platform for diverse partners to achieve 
results at scale

value of working in collaboration toward a goal bigger 

countries deliver more than two billion vaccines against 
measles, which has helped reduce measles deaths by 

liances are a strong and more lasting model for global 
change.

tions between issues and sectors. With that intent, we 
have used our ability to make early bets and sustain 
efforts to work with the UN to help launch a number of 
multisector partnerships that have a high capacity for 
reach and impact.

World Benchmarking Alliance, created in part

duces free, publicly available benchmarks ranking 
companies on their contributions to achieving the 

Global Partnership for Sustainable Develop-
ment Data  

statistical 

– to  
create a world where good data is used to achieve 
better outcomes and sustainable societies

Digital Impact Alliance (DIAL) advances an inclu
sive digital society in emerging markets so everyone 

Data2X was launched to create a gender data rev

data about girls and women

Family Planning 2020, a global partnership of the 
UN, governments, foundations, and civil society, 
supports the rights of women and girls to decide, 
freely and for themselves, whether, when, and how 
many children they want

Clean Cooking Alliance
ship, improves livelihoods, empowers women, and 
protects the environment through a thriving global 

solutions

U.S. Climate Alliance

committed to reducing greenhouse gas emissions 

reflected in our commitment to and advocacy for en
gagement and leadership from the private sector. We 
were early adopters of platforms to engage the pri

goals, including their resources and knowledge, as well 
as through their employees, customers, and supply 

Business Council for the UN (BCUN) 
supports a community of business leaders interested in 
closer collaboration with the UN and the achievement 
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Championing 
Mobilizing advocates and campaigns to champion the 
UN and UN causes in the United States and globally

We created the Better World Campaign

 
dues payment to the UN with a groundbreaking cam

UN Association of the USA (founded in 

both sides of the political aisle, making the compelling 

an online community of more than half a million activ

in the past two years alone. We deploy a variety of 
tools including learning trips for members of Congress, 

and in districts, polling and advocacy on issues that 

leaders committed to global engagement. 

mented with novel ways to reach new audiences and 
partners, from bloggers to basketball players. We have 
engaged celebrities and artists and built campaigns 

itally savvy activists for vaccines and human rights to 
everyday photographers monitoring climate change.  

UN priorities.

the UN send bed nets, vaccines, bicycles, and repro
ductive health supplies to countries where they are 
needed – contributing to global declines in child and 

in schools, in town hall meetings, and online, and they 
use it to create permanent, effective constituencies for 



Girl Up, a movement of adolescent girls determined 
to act on global issues by girls, for girls, which is now 
developing leaders and positioning girls to lead us to 

Nothing But Nets, a global grassroots campaign 

malaria  

Shot@Life, which educates, connects, and empow
ers individuals to champion global vaccines as one of 

Universal Access Project, which supports and 
coordinates donors and advocates to protect and 

tive health and family planning
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Communicating
Leveraging the power of communications to 
energize and educate people about the value of  
the UN and help shine a light on important issues 

high energy and creativity. 

Working with a diverse array of partners from the en
tertainment industry to the private sector to UN col
leagues, we have helped establish strong storytelling 

We have also used social and traditional media to mo

people calling for bold meaningful action to address cli

Journalist Trainings

achieve them

Press Fellowships
press fellows and other reporters have seen the UN 
at work
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Convening 
Providing platforms to galvanize action, as well  
as a trusted space for the UN and stakeholders to 
generate ideas, develop common initiatives, and 
solve problems

We have always been committed to using convening as 
a powerful tool for driving outcomes, creating cham

has served as a platform for doing so with audiences 
ranging from UN leaders to teen girls. 

have grown that effort to a biennial summit, convening 

mative investment in climate action. 

We have also convened partners to lift up issues on the 
global agenda, such as our work with partners to cre
ate a movement for adolescent girls, and our support 

access to sustainable energy. 

The Social Good Summit, a partnership started in 

build a community of action and technology around 

The Solutions Summit

The Global Entrepreneurs Council, an initiative 

utives and entrepreneurs from around the world in 
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UNITING IN COMMON PURPOSE

 

spanned a range of issues, always with an abiding 
mission to support the UN and strengthen our abil
ity to work together. We believe more unites than 
divides us, the world gains from effective collec

for people and nations to unite around common  
purpose.

problems without passports that demand  

Climate change alone 
dled smartly, aggressive climate action can drive 

can roll back development gains and consign hu

fractured media landscape, changing values about 

cal change.  

Empowering and supporting UN leaders and 
innovators at a time of heightened need for col
lective action;

Accelerating climate action and the SDGs by 
supporting solutions and platforms with the 
greatest potential for transformative impact, 

proved health for all 

Growing an informed, diverse, and enduring 
base of support
the growing ranks of young people who believe 

Mobilizing constituencies for action for the UN 

globally

Anticipating future challenges that will shape 

pand prospects for cooperative action  
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“ Unity is the path. 
Our future depends on it.”
Secretary-General  
António Guterres

that means elevating the issues that matter most to the 
world, seeking the best ideas and partners to address 

to continue to serve the UN and its mission to secure 
the conditions for peace, promote health and prosper
ity, protect the planet, and help everyone, everywhere 
achieve dignity and freedom. 



THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS

Foundations and Nonprofits

 

Bilateral and Multilateral Donors
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Corporations
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United Nations Charter: June 1945

The Vision of the Founders of the UN 

“ to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war, which twice in our lifetime 
has brought untold sorrow to mankind, and 

treaties and other sources of international law can be maintained, and 



www.unfoundation.org


