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Editor’s Notes

This edition is based on the Aquarian Books 1987 edition. Some seeming errors have been identified
but, in the interests of accuracy, have been faithfully reproduced except in cases of obvious spelling.
Should someone have a better copy of this materid or one with corrections the editor would be glad to
hear from you

Author’s Note

There are things | wrote of Spiritualism twenty years ago which, in the light of wider experience, |
would not write today, and to cite these as evidence againgt meisto deny the possbility of human
progress. - Dion Fortune, 1942.
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I ntroduction

In dl ages and among all races there has existed a tradition concerning certain esoteric schools or
fraternities, wherein a secret wisdom unknown to the generdity of mankind might be learnt, and to
which admission was obtained by means of an initiation in which tests and ritud played their part.
Whoever isfamiliar with the literature of folklore and anthropology knows thet this belief exists among
primitive peoples, from the Eskimos of the Arctic Circle to the Digger Indians of Tierradel Fuego.
Whoever has dso studied history knows that it has prevailed from the first dawn of human culture
Today, in the centres of the avilized world, this beief is il dive; and dthough it may be ridiculed by the
orthodox-minded, an unpregjudiced observer cannot fail to note that some of the noblest of men have
been among its advocates, and that the greatest crestive inteligences have, dmost without exception,
borne witness to a source of ingpiration in the Unseen.

It is hard to believe that this rumour should be so widespread and so long-lived if it were entirely
without foundation; moreover, the fact that it has the same form among races who have had no
intercourse with each other, such as the primitive Mexican and primitive Egyptian, is afurther evidence
in favour of itstruth. It is not possible to demongtrate to those who are without the pale the existence of
the organizations to which we have referred, because with the revelations of their secrets comes the
obligation of slence. It is permissble, however, to give sufficient information to enable the earnest
seeker to discern the path whereby he may approach the entrance to one or another of these schools,
and for that purpose the following teaching concerning the esoteric orders and their functionsis placed
before the reader, though the proofs of the statements therein contained must of necessity be withheld
until he shdl have entitled himsdif to receive them.

The different occult schools declare themsalves to be the holders of a secret traditional science,
communicated to them, in the first place, by divine founders, and enriched and revised from time to time
by great teachers; this science concerns the study of the causes that lie behind observable phenomena
and condition them. After preliminary tests as to character and fitness, the occult fraternities are
prepared to communicate the theory of this science to accepted candidates, and subsequently to convey
the powers for its practical use by means of ritud initiations. These, briefly, are the clams made for the
occult schools by those competent to spesk on their behdlf.

It isvery frequently, and very reasonably, asked why it isthat societies avowedly formed for the
service of humanity, and having such vauable teaching to give, should not fredy communicate it to all
corners, should not, moreover, conduct active propaganda work in order to induce people to come and
share in their wisdom, and not, as they appear to be doing, hide themselves away asif seeking by every
possible device to avoid observation and prevent themselves being discovered by those who would
learn from them.

The answer to this question will be found when the nature of occult science is understood. It
concerns certain little-known powers of the human mind and certain little-understood aspects of nature.
Were its researches into these subjects purely theoretica there would be no need to guard their findings
so carefully, but the knowledge of the facts thus discovered immediately reveds their practical
gpplications; knowledge bestows power in thisfield of research, even more than in the fields explored
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by orthodox science, for the power thus rendered available is the power of the mind, and the effects of
the use of this power are so far-reaching, whether for good or for evil, that it isathing not lightly to be
trusted into the hands of any human being, Just as the Dangerous Drugs Acts restrict the purchase and
adminigration of potent drugs, so do those who are the custodians of this ancient traditiona knowledge
seek to safeguard its use. Being of so subtle anature, it isimpossible to guard it from abuse at the hands
of the unscrupulous, and therefore its custodians do dl in their power to prevent such persons from
gaining access to it. Hence the restrictions with which its teaching is hedged about. But the redtrictions
are no more severe than those which attend the practice of medicine, for which afive years onerous
apprenticeship is required. We are so accustomed, however, to see spiritud teaching fredy given, to
hear the cdl, ‘Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters of life and drink fredy.” that we
cannot understand a policy which refuses any stream from this spring to those who are ahirg.

The reason lies in the fact, which cannot be too clearly understood by its would-be neophytes, that
occult scienceisamentd, not aspiritud thing, and is neither good nor bad initsdf, but only asit is used.
It is potent for good or for evil; it can save souls which no other means could gpproach, and it can, even
without evil intention, destroy them. It is no child' s play, and few there be who are suited to that path to
the heights. Nevertheless, for such as can adventure it, hereis a noble quest for the soul, atrue crusade
againg the Powers of Darkness and spiritual wickednessin high places. In the hidden places of the
world there is so much occult evil, little suspected by those who have not met it face to face, that men
and women of courage, strength, and the necessary knowledge are needed to dedl withiit.

The training given in occult schoals is designed to produce the adept, a human being who, by
intengve training has raised himself or hersdf beyond the average development of humanity, and is
dedicated to the service of God. Certain work in connection with evolution and the spiritua
development and safeguarding of the nations is undertaken by highly-trained men and women, though
their work is never seen and the place of their training is never known. Ther actud training it may be
sad, isgiven on the Inner Planes, and only the preliminary training which fits them for the Inner Schools
takes place on the physicd planes. Consciousnessiis prepared for its Great Quest, and adventures alone
into the Unseen.

Not much can be told concerning this training and not many are suitable for it, but enough has been
sad to give food for thought.
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1.
Esotericism, Occultism and
Mysticism

Before embarking upon the study of the subject of this book, The Esoteric Orders and their Work,
it is necessary to define the sense in which the term esotericism is used to include al aspects of
super-physica science. To do thisis amatter of some difficulty asit isardative term, being used in
contradigtinction to exotericism. Esotericism begins where exotericism ends; and as the boundaries of
exoteric science are dways advancing so the boundaries of esotericism are dways receding; that which
was taught to the initiates of Egypt is taught to the school children of England. Reading, writing and
arithmetic were once occult arts. So aso are the profounder aspects of hypnosis, though some of its
minor aspects have been rediscovered by exoteric scientists. As evolution advances, the average man
becomes capable of that which once was only possible to the exceptionad man. Asthe dvilized manisto
the savage, s0 is the adept to the average man. The powers of the avilized man appear miraculous to
the savage because he does not know the laws to which they conform; but the cvilized man knows only
too well that he does not transcend the reelm of law when he flieslike abird or hedsthe sck; he
achieves hisreaults by knowing certain natura laws and utilizing them, and so does the adegpt.

Theindividua savage may be capable of benefiting by education, or he may nat; it depends upon his
capacity The average man may be cgpable of benefiting by initiation, or he may not; it also depends
upon his capacity; but each individua should have the opportunity of advancing to the highest
development of which heis cagpable. A certain degree of evolution must be reached before initiation
becomes operative; a student does not enter upon a postgraduate course until he has graduated. It isthe
function of exoteric rdigion to seeto it that each member of the race reaches the normal standard of
evolution; it has to seek the logt sheegp and raise the submerged tenth. Until a man has learnt the lessons
of hisfath heisnot ready for the lessons of initiation.

It isthe function of the Mydteries to enable each individua admitted to their teaching to atain the
highest degree of development of which heis cgpable. In the Lesser Mydteries are unfolded the latent
capacities of man; but in the Greater Mysteries are unfolded the hidden capacities of nature. The Lesser
Mysteries ded with the subjective sphere, the Greater Mysteries with the objective sphere, and the one
isthe essentia preliminary to the other. It is not possible for a man to command the eementa essences
of nature unless he is master of the dementa aspects of his own nature, for the powerswithin, if
rebellious, will betray him to the powers without. Discipline must precede dominion. We operate upon
that which iswithout by the corresponding aspect that iswithin. If the nature be not purified, it will make
amixed contact when it touches the Unseen. The operations of occultism are based upon the powers of
the will and the imagination; both blind forces. Unless they are controlled and directed by amative
which has relaion to the universe as awhole, no ultimate synthesisis possible. The persondity must be
universdized by theided a which it amsin order that it may function as an organized part of the cosmic
whole. It isthis urge towards universdization which is the ultimate hunger of the soul; the lesser sf
seeksto achieveit by drawing dl thingsinto itsdf in arage of possession; the greater self seeksto
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achieve it by transcending the bounds of salf and becoming one with the universe There are two unions
to be achieved: the saf may become one with the universe by means of univers sympathy—this isthe
god of the occultist; the self may dso be made one with the Creator of the universe by means of
absolute devotion— thisis the god of the mystic. But the occultist, having achieved his own god, has
not yet made the ultimate integration, he has not yet passed from the manifested phenomend aspect into
the cosmic; and the mydtic, having achieved his transcendent union, cannot hold it, but must 1apse back
into the phenomend universe. The ultimate integration can only be achieved by means of universal
sympathy and absolute devotion united in one nature. Into such aone dl things are gathered by means
of sympathy, and heisin histurn gathered into the All by means of devotion.

Thisisthe ultimate am of evolution for the manifested universe as awhole; and he who goes by the
Way of Initiation does but anticipate evolution. It is the function of the Myderiesto assist theinitiate to
tread that section of the Path which has dready been explored, but beyond lies a section that is known
to no consciousness that isin aphysica form; this section a man must tread alone with his Magter; and
beyond lies a section where aman is done with his God.

Not in one incarnation can this be achieved. Three incarnations of absolute devotion without error
may serve; but who iswithout error, and how far must we be upon the Peth before absolute devotion is
attained? We cannaot step out of the march of evolution with one foat, into the Cosmic Light with the
other; it takes many steps to tread the Path, and some of them dip and have to be retraced. The
difficulties are emphasized because many embark lightheartedly upon this great and terrible venture, but
the fruits of it are not minimized, for they transcend all that eye can see or heart can dream. Neither do
we have to wait until the end of the journey before we begin to regp. Day by day the mannafdl during
al the journey through the wilderness, though Egypt had to be abandoned and the Red Sea over-passed
before it appeared.

So in the grest journey of the soul to the Promised Land, which isthe Way of Initiation, the safety of
human habitations has to be l&ft, and the soul journeys housdless and done into the wilderness and
comesto the Red Seg; hereit isthat the weak turn back and return into davery to make bricks without
straw for which they receive no wages. But if the supreme test of the Red Sealis faced, the waves are
parted by an unseen force and the traveller passes through dry-shod, with awall of waters standing up
on ether hand; thisisthe test of faith, for by mundane law those waters should fall; it is only ahigher law
that keeps them back.

Then, the test being safely passed, though ill in the wilderness, waters flow from the rock and
mannafals daly, for though ill in the world of sense, the traveller has come under the operation of a
higher law.
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2.
The Origin of the Mysteries

In order to understand the import of initiation it is necessary to glance at the history of the evolution
of humanity. Occult science teaches that other species of human beings existed previoudy to humanity
aswe now know it; these distinct speciesit cals the Root Races, and believes that the Root Race at
present in possession of the globe is the fifth in this evolutionary series. In the two previous races,
known as the Polarian and Hyperborean, consciousness had not become individudized, but humeanity
was overshadowed by its group-soul in the same way that the lower types of animas are overshadowed
to the present day. The esoteric psychology of the group-soul affords avast field of study and istoo
involved to enter into in the present pages, it must suffice to say that the operations of such a group-soul
may be recognized in the intelligence of the ant and bee and the migrations of the birds. Many puzzling
phenomena of anima intelligence are accounted for by the hypothesis of a group-soul.

As human evolution proceeded, more and more of the mind-stuff common to the species became
organized into digtinct complexes and incarnated in the many separate vehicles which formed the
composite body of the group; these organized complexes, developing about the originad nucle, or divine
sparks, scattered through the amorphous mass of the group-soul, ultimately became individudized
entities and developed into human form. After evolution had proceeded a certain distance, these
individudized entities attained a degree of independence which rendered them difficult of control by the
over-shadowing groupsoul; and the Logos summoned to His aid those of His children who had
completed the cycle of their growth in a previous evolution and attained cosmic adulthood. (For it must
not be forgotten that an evolution isto the Solar Logos what an incarnation is to a human being; and that
each evolution is but aday in the great cydlic life of Brahma.)

These Great Onesinfluenced the forerunners of humanity by presenting images to their minds by
means of a process which we should call telepathic suggestion. The images necessary to engble
sensation to be trandated into mentation were thus provided ready-made, asit were, and mankind was
saved the lengthy and laborious necessity of building these images out of accumulated experiences. In
the first Cosmic Day, of course, the then humanity had to go through this process; but subsequent
evolutions were enabled rapidly to recapitulate stages previoudy gone through by the aid of their Elder
Brethren. It is only after the high-water mark of the previous Cosmic Day has been reached that
evolution has to take place out of the raw materid of experience.

By means of the experiences to which consciousness had now rendered man susceptible, the
concrete or objective mind of humanity was gradudly built up upon the basis of the inspirationa content
which had been injected into the subconscious human mind by the ministrations of the Elder Brethren
and the influences of the group-soul. The point was findly reached when the concrete consciousness
overruled the ingpirationd subconsciousness, just asthe latter had overruled the influence of the
group-mind; the direct line of control from the Logos, through the Oversoul, to the individud, thus being
lost. It therefore became necessary to link up the conscious mind with the subconscious mind so that the
cosmic control might be re-established, and this was the function of the Cosmic Initiators, or Manus.
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These Great Ones, who are the nearest kin to humanity of dl the Lords of Evolution, having attained
their development in the Cosmic Day immediately preceding our own, appeared upon the earth during
the middle of the Atlantean Period. These are the ‘High Priests after the Order of M chizedek,' being
without father or mother and building their physical vehicles without human assstance. It was ther office
to communicate with the concrete mind of humanity, and forge a connecting chain of associated ideas
from consciousness to subconsciousness, thereby enabling man to pick up the subtler vibrations which
are the voice of the higher spheres.

In order to do this they had to appear to concrete consciousness in concrete form; hence with infinite
difficulty they had to build a vehicle that concrete consciousness could cognize. These anthropoid forms
were S0 unsuited to the highly evolved forces they had to carry that they were only held together with
the greatest difficulty and for short periods of time. Hence the accounts of the sudden appearances and
disappearances of the gods which form part of al primitive traditions. For these Great Ones were the
actud gods of myth and fable, the Divine Founders of racid culturesto which dl primitive traditions ook
back. (They must not, however, be confused with the personifications of the nature forces of later
periods; these are the culture gods or divine progenitors.)

These great entities gathered about themsalves bands of students salected from the most promising
of the race to which they came, and developed their faculties until they were able to cognize conscioudy
those subtle types of vibration which hitherto they had only been able to perceive intuitively, thus
recovering the primitive type of mentation upon a higher arc. This having once been accomplished, the
Manus were able to withdraw to those planes upon which they could function with greater ease and
freedom, summoning their pupilsto ‘rise upon the planes and attend them there for ingtruction, and
leaving it to those same pupils to train others as they themsalves had been trained, thus recruiting the
occult schoal through succeeding generations.

Thus was the grest Sun-worship of Atlantis founded and its school of initiation equipped with
knowledge The Manus were able to tell their pupils of the formations of the spheres because they
themselves had been present when the spheres were being builded; they could inform them of the
phases through which evolution had passed because they were either eyewitnesses, having themsdlves
developed in certain of the phases, or were the initiated pupils of those who had. Thusit is that the
occult schools hold the traditions of the history of cosmic evolution.
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3.
The Three Great Traditions

Readers of esoteric literature will be aware that there are many different schools of occultism, and
will find thet the teachings and symbolism employed in dl are fundamentally the same; so much o that
by amere trandation of the terminology theinitiate of one is enabled to understand the scriptures of
another. Nevertheless, these schools are not identicd, for athough the form is the same owing to their
common origin, the force that animates them is entirely different owing to the circumstances of their
foundation.

It will be remembered that, among the many seismic disasters which shook ancient Atlantis, there
were three of greater magnitude than the others; and these were distinguished as the Three Great
Cataclysms. Before each of these cataclysms an emigration went forth of those who had sufficient
development to enable them to foresee the disaster. These took with them copies of the Sacred Books,
and dso had among them initiates of a grade to found alodge. These initiates drew their authority for the
foundation of the new centre from the then Manu. Now the Manus, like dl dse, function under the
aspects of the cosmic phases, and as the Logos of our system is atriune entity whose three phases are
wisdom, power and love, the Logoida phases run through a cycle of three, so that athough dl three
aspects are aways there, yet a one time one, and at another time another, will predominate, just asa
triangle, revolving upon its centre, would present first one angle, and then another to the observer’s
gaze, while ill remaining triangular. This sequence can be observed in higtory if asufficiently lengthy
period be studied; there will be a phase in human culture during which power is being built up,
succeeded by another in which wisdom is being accumulated, and culminating in the find phase of the
period in which brotherly love bringsin a Golden Age.

Thusit was that the force trangmitted to their disciples by the Manus of Atlantis was coloured by the
Logoida aspect which prevailed & the time of their functioning The force transmitted by aManu is
spoken of as his Ray. In addition to enabling man to raise his consciousness to avareness of the subtler
planes, the Manus put their pupilsin touch with a greet cosmic force proceeding direct from the Logos,
and it iswith thisforce that candidates are put in touch by means of theritua of their initiation. It will
thus be seen that, dthough the theory taught to an initiate of the different occult schools is fundamentally
the same, the modus operandi of its practice will differ greatly according to the specia nature of the Ray
which supplies what may metaphorically be called the motive power of the Order.

The great Sun Temple, in which al the Rays met, no longer exists, being sunk benesth the waters of
the Atlantic, but its teaching is il preserved by the three greet occult traditions which are the
descendants of the three great emigrations.

The Firgt Emigration, which came out under the direction of a Manu operating under the Power
aspect of the Logoidal cycle, has power for its keynote. This emigration, moving eastward according to
the then dispogition of the land-masses of the globe, hating each year to sow and regp its wheat and
building temporary dtars where it did so, moved across the north of Europe and ASa, leaving a
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megdithic trail behind it, until its progress was blocked by what we now cdl the Yelow Seg; it then
spread southward adong the coast-lands of Asauntil it finaly contacted the remains of the Lemurian
culture in the Pecific, from which it derived some of those e ements which render it today a dangerous
and polluted current. Although it is not permissiblein abook of this nature to enter into questions which
involve practica occultism, those who know the nature of the Sin of the Mindless may be able to
deduce its results.

It isthis Hrst Emigration Tradition which isthe basis of dl the primitive cults of Ju-juism, Fantegiam,
and primitive magic; itsinitiation is a Second Plane initiation, and gives its candidates access to the lower
adra only. And athough, because it is the plane of control for the physical plane, it is admittedly
necessary to have the powers of this plane for any magica operations involving the manipulation of the
etheric forces or dense matter; it is nevertheless essentia that the occultist who essays the processes of
this plane should hold the initiations of the plane aove, from which it in itsturn is controlled; otherwise
he will tend to become absorbed into its conditions, and as the initiation of the second plane employsa
very primitive type of force which can only have an uplifting influence upon atype of inteligence so
lowly thet it is, a the present stage of evolution, sub-human, to place onesdlf under the control of these
forcesis aregresson for a dvilized man. Upon this plane the white man must function as a magter; he
cannot, with justice to himsdlf, meet its entities upon equa terms. The phenomenawhich characterize the
magic of this plane are those with which the experiments of the seance room have made us familiar and
in view of the foregoing words, the reader can readily see wherein lies the danger of these researchesin
the hands of the ignorant and inexperienced.

The Second grest Emigration moved in amore southerly latitude, owing to the advance of the Polar
ice, and, crossing Central Europe, continued its easterly movement till its course was barred by the
uplands of Adawith their eternd snows. Here the temples were established, forming the Himaayan
Centre; and from here the culture spread down the river vadleys, following the waterways, as primitive
travel must; so that al those parts of the world whose rivers have their rise in the ranges of Centrd Asia
likewise look to the Himalayan centre for the inspiration of their rdigion. From this emigration it is thet
the Wisdom Religions of the East are derived, and although some of the sects are tainted by the
influences of the First Emigration culture, over which in parts the second outpouring flowed (just asthe
fird wastainted by the lingering Lemuriantradition), yet for the most part aremarkable degree of purity
has been maintained in the inner Orders, and some of the profoundest knowledge in the world is
guarded in its mountain strongholds.

The Third Greaet Emigration came out from the doomed continent immediately before the fina
cataclysm sank it for ever below the waves, and, travelling eestward in ayet more southerly direction
than its two predecessors, crossed northern Africaand continued its journey till ‘the Red Sea and the
Wilderness' barred itsway, and it settled down upon the only fertile lands of that barren region, the
valey and ddta of the Nile, founding the culture which is known to us as Egyptian. Anyone who
compares the Egyptian dvilizationwith that of Centrd America, which tradition states to have been an
outlying portion of Atlantis, cannot fail to be struck by the smilarity of the two, whether shown in the
concepts of their religion or their architecture

Navigation developed early in theinland sea, and wherever the galeys went in trade the Egyptian
philosophy penetrated, so that the Third Emigration Tradition spread al over the Mediterranean Basin
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and the Near East. The Tyrrian and Grecian Mysteries admit that their adepts were trained in the
Egyptian temples, from the Tyrrian we know that the Hebrew tradition derived its renaissance, and from
the Grecian Myderies grew that Gnos's which trandated the spiritual concepts of Chrigtianity into the
language of the intdllect; and from the Gnosis, crushed as it was by the Christian Church after the power
had passed into the hands of those who knew nothing but the outer form of the truth they held, arose
that long line of intellectua mystics who kept the fire dight in Europe and whom later generations have
cdled the Alchemigs.

Asthe development of communications caused cultures to spread and overflow each other it was
natural that the lines of demarcation between one tradition and another should not be asrigid in later
days as they were in the earlier; and the disciples of the second and third Traditions met and influenced
each other aong the trade routes of the Near East; but though the teachings may have undergone
modifications under the influence of characteritic racia cultures, the forces employed in initiations are
disinct. The disciplines, or methods of training are dso radicaly different. Those of the Power Ray
work from below upwards, and by operating upon objects of the plane of manifestation, seek to
influence their subtle aspects.

It is characterigtic of the methods of this Ray that they are obliged to have a materid sarting-point, a
magica substance, which istheir point d’ appui; and much of their wisdom consstsin a knowledge of
those natural objects which are in close association with the unseen world and thereby give ready
ingress to it; and we see the witch-doctors of these cults with collections of curious trophies, each of
which is credited with supernatura vaues.

Whether their values depend upon their actud properties or upon the faith of their owner isapoint
which hasto be tested in each individud case, for there is too much evidence of the existence of such
properties for dl clamsto be dismissed as ddusion, and it is arash man who will undertake to give an
opinion upon amatter which he has not investigated.

In this tradition, then, we find much knowledge of physicd magic, and of those drugs which affect
gtates of consciousness by acting on the nervous system and endocrines, and a the sametime a
complete dearth of any rational understanding of the methods used. Firgt Tradition knowledge when
uninfluenced by the more evolved traditions, is a rule-of-thumb affair, and much adulterated by pure
superdtition, which is as dien to true occult science asit isto naturd science

The Second Tradition methods are characterized by the stresslaid upon the acquisition of
knowledge, and the very remarkable systems of mind culture whereby the consciousness of theinitiateis
expanded; at the same time, however, the teachers of this school are not ignorant of the First Tradition
methods, by reason of the fact that, arising from the same Atlantean school of occultism, though a a
later period of its higtory, they werein possession of the lower as well as the higher degrees that
evolution had added; they had dl which the initiates of the First Emigration had possessed as well asthe
acquirements of later generations, and the origina methods, being fundamentally sound, have never been
superseded upon the planes to which they belong. Each tradition, in fact, possesses dl that its
predecessor possessed, in addition to that which is characterigticdly its own.

The Wegtern Esoteric Tradition had its origin in the third and last Emigration from Atlantis, which
took place immediately before the find catastrophe which sank the Lost Continent benesth the sea,
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together with its wisdom and dvilization. The priests who accompanied the emigration bore with them
the Sacred Books and Symbols so that they might found a Temple of the Sun in the Land of Darkness
towards which they made their way. For the founding of this temple they recelved a mandate from the
then Manu, and the contact, being when the Love Aspect of the Logos prevailed, was consequently
upon the Ray of love and devotion; and just asthe First Emigration, coming out under the Power
Aspect of the Logos, had for itsided the widding of power, perfect and supreme benesth the cosmic
laws, and the Second Emigration, coming out under the Wisdom Aspect of the Logos, had perfected
wisdom for itsided; so the Third and last Emigration, coming out under the Love Aspect of the Logos,
had brotherhood and compassion for its ideds and socidization for its task.

The priests of the Third Emigration, being trained in the same tradition that had sent forth the priests
of the First and Second, possessed the secret wisdom of both these traditions in addition to that which
later ages had evolved; and through these phases the new Mystery School had to passin building up its
system, as can be clearly distinguished in the history of the Mysteries; but having recapitulated these,
and reached aleve of culture equivaent to that of the parent dvilization, the last and characterigtic
phase was brought in by the work of the Master Jesus. The Western Tradition therefore has three
aspects: the Nature aspect, corresponding to the Astrdl initiations, whose master on the Lower Adtrd is
represented by the Left-hand pillar of the Temple, and on the Upper Astral by Orpheus, the sweet
singer; the Wisdom aspect, corresponding to the initiations of the mind, whose Master on the Lower
Menta Plane is Hermes, and on the Upper Mentdl is Euclid; and the Devotiona and Spiritual Aspect,
whose Magter of Magtersis Jesus of Nazareth. These three great aspects form the full Western
Tradition, and each without the other two is but partid.

Unlessthe Ray of Nature Worship is complemented by the Ray of Intellectua Development and
Hermetic Training, sub-human aspects will become dominant in the subconsciousness of the aspirant;
and unlessthe Intellectud Ray be illuminated by the spiritudity of the Devotiona Ray, it will tend to
hardness of heart and narrowness of outlook; while the Nature Ray itsdf sweetens and vivifiesthe
Mysteries with the joy and beauty of its primitive nature-contacts.

All Rays unite in the sun; and therefore their paths converge, and after a certain sage is reached they
codesce, S0 that an initiate of the higher degrees of any mystery school will stand upon common ground
with the initiates of any other school; but in the lower degrees, and especidly in their methods of work
on the astral and physica planes, the schools are widdly divergent, as the differencesin their invocations
tedtify. That which summons the devas of the East will not invoke the angelic hogts of the West, nor will
the banishing formula which sends Hindu devils about their business give protection in a European
country, as many an English chdla has found to his cost. The very mantrams, spells and Words of Power
are put together upon different principles. To borrow a metgphor from music, the Rays are played in
different keys, and if transposition is to be effected, it must be done by a skilled master who understands
the correspondences; horrible effects are produced by merdly playing sharps asflats.

Any student of comparative religion knows that dthough the greet deities can be identified
throughout the different mythologies, and analogous symbols gppear in dl rdigious systems, modification
in both names and signs takes place when they are trandated from one country to another. Many
sudentsignore the differences and concentrate upon the amilarity, believing the dterations to be due to
locd peculiarities of pronunciation, and therefore superficia, and that having identified the different
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sun-gods throughout the world, they are dedling with one and the same potency. It is, of course, quite
true that the same forceis behind al of them, but one might just aswell atempt to use indiscriminately a
telephone, a dynamo, and an electric cautery because the same force is behind them all.

The correct pronunciation and orthography of Words of Power is extremely important in al occult
operations, and they do not undergo permutation without reason, but according to definite laws. The
change in the Sacred Names from country to country is to make the forces it the conditions, and is not
lightly to be tampered with.

Occultism upon the planes of form is dways racia and loca because it must be adapted to its
environment; and athough upon the higher planes one formulais valid for dl, and mystic experiences of
the same type characterize dl the higher degrees so that adepts can meet upon an equd footing, the
systems employed in training aspirants are totaly different and should never be confounded. Meditation
and asceticism will bring the Eastern chela to the feet of his Master but the Western initiator, working in
the much denser materia conditions of that dvilization, has to employ ritud to get his results—ritudss that
very few Eastern bodies could stand. The meditative methods of the East will not get resultsin the West
unlessthe vitdity islowered, and it is a very risky thing to attempt to handle high potencies on alowered
vitdity; nor will the aspirant fare well in the rush and drive of our cvilization.

Methods worked out to fit one type of life, régime and etheric conditions, are not suitable for another
and totdly different type, and the unsuitability shows itsdf in the nervous strain of the pupil. If you wish
to follow the yogi methods you must lead the yogi life; if you do not, you will bresk down.

The Eastern forces require very purified and rarefied vehicles for their operation, and therefore the
primitive aspects of the nature have to be pruned away. The Western forces are much stronger and
more dragtic in their action, because they take hold of the primitive aspects and use them for their own
ends, sublimating the base meta into gold, not precipitating the gold from the ether. Y ou may enable
yoursdlf to receive wirdess sgnas beyond normd range either by increasing the power of the
tranamitting gpparatus or the sengtivity of the recaiving gpparatus. The Western method employsthe
former, the Eastern the latter. If the teacher desires to use the methods of the East, he must make his
pupils fulfil the conditions of the East, and for the higher degrees he must go to the Eadt.

The Western methods are based upon the Western symbolism and potencies; they have their roots
deep in the spiritud life of the race Ther influences have moulded its dvilization, and therefore they do
not tend to make their initiates diensin their own land and unfit them for the conditions of European life;
but rather they train their aspirants to cooperate with racia forces, to use, and to be used by them.

The knowledge of the Ancient Wisdom of the East has been popularized by the Theosophica
Society, but do not let us forget that thereis our own native esotericism hidden in the superconscious
mind of the race, and that we have our holy places a our very doors which have been used for
initiations from time immemorid, potent dike for the nature contacts of the Cdlt, the work of the
Hermetcig and the mystica experiences of the Church of the Holy Grall.
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4.
The Paths of the Western
Tradition

The Western Tradition has severd different aspects which redlly congtitute schools within the
Tradition, and these are generdly spoken of asthe Rays. These Rays are generdly named after the
colours of the spectrum with which they are held to equate. There is some difference of opinion
concerning the colour-notation to be assgned to the Rays; the popular system of assgning the first Ray
to the first Plane, and so on, is purely arbitrary and exoteric, for the Planes did not develop inasingle
Ray-cycle, periods of Praaya intervening at different points. The true esoteric colour-notation differs
from thisin severd respects. A terminology has therefore been employed which names the Rays
according to the school which saw their highest development, and correlates them with the planes and
the states of consciousness. Thisis a system which will be readily understood by readers whatever may
be the terminology they are accustomed to, and prevents the confusion of mind which arises when the
terms to which one is habituated are given an unfamiliar implication.

The subject of the Raysis highly technical and intricate, and athough it is of greet importancein
practica occultism, it isnot possible to enter upon it in detail in these pages, for it demands a book to
itsalf. It mugt suffice to say that the Rays originate in the periodic outpourings of the Logoida
life-impulse. These outpourings may be conceived of as cutting channels on the inner planes, and the
Logoidal force continues to flow in these channds after the origind spate has spent itself. These
outpourings build up the successve planes of manifestation, depositing them, one might say, asthe
river-flood deposits silt. Each of these outpourings has to find itsingress into the plane of matter through
the consciousness of an incarnated being, and the Great Ones, perfected in previous evolutions, come
forward in turn to undertake this task. After they have completed it, and the spate, having deposited its
glt, is subsiding they withdraw to the Inner Planes, and there continue their work of focussing that
particular manifestation of the Logoida Life and giving it form and expresson. They are then known as
the Lords of the Rays or Star Logoi. The planes of human consciousness correspond with the planes
laid down by the Rays, and it is the forces of a Ray, re-concentrated to a miniature spate by means of a
ritud, which are used to simulate the corresponding plane of consciousness into active functioning.

Each soul possesses dl seven aspects, but in a given incarnation some of these may be latent. There
is very seldom an even, dl-round development. One of these planeswill be the focus of consciousness
and the other aspects will be subordinate and contributory thereto. For instance, one person may
function in his emations and his judgment will be swayed by hisfedings. Another may concentrate on his
mind, and, in the old phrase, his head will rule his heart. When these folk cometo initigtion it isthe
difficult task of the initiator to try and persuade them to develop the complementary aspects and so
effect abaance

It isacomparatively easy matter to induce a simulation of the naturd bent of a person. The difficulty
isto induce a corresponding strengthening of his wesk points, which adone will produce balance The
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man who focusses in his mind has to learn to use his heart, and the man who focusses in his heart hasto
learn to use his head. Neither doneis sufficient.

Students, therefore, tend to separate themsealves into groups according to type, and the different
types have to be dedt with differently in the initiation school. The Lesser Mydteriesam at giving an
al-round preliminary training fird in the purification and discipline of cheracter, and then in the
development of the intellectua powers, especidly that of concentration. All candidates need to pass
through this course, and many failures come from too early specidization. It isonly &fter they have
passed through the three grades in which consciousness is trained that the dedication is offered and
accepted and they pass on to the Greater Mysteries.

Hereit isthat they are separated out on to the Rays, working upon first one and then another till they
have acquired the Powers of the Planes to which the Rays correspond. Each Ray influences a different
aspect of consciousness, and by the time the student has passed through them all, his nature will be
developed, purified and harmonized in al its aspects; then according to his temperament he chooses the
Ray in which hewill specidize, and theresfter settles down to hiswork upon that Ray; but it is essentid
that he shal have had experience of dl the Rays before he does this, otherwise he will be like a
composer who is trying to score a band-piece and does not understand the technique of the
wood-wind; he cannot score for an insrument unless he understands its technique. So with the initiate:
even if his chosen plane be the Upper Spiritud, he will need to have knowledge of the Lower Agrd;
and if his chosen plane be the powerful dementa forces of the Lower Adrd, he will need none the less
the contacts of the Upper Spiritud lest he be drawn under and submerged in the non-human aspects of
nature.

Each plane and its corresponding aspect of consciousnessis opened up under the aegis of the Lord
of the Ray, whose name is the supreme Word of Power of that Plane

Each occult school, unfortunately, tends to specialize, because racia temperaments have their natural
bent. The Rays most worked at present in the Western Tradition are the Rays of the Concrete Mind,
and of the Concrete Spirit. The Eagtern Tradition, on the other hand, has brought to a high degree of
development the Ray of the Etheric aspect of matter in the Hatha Y oga, and the Ray of the Abstract
Spirit inthe Rga Y oga. Other Rays have had their development in different phases of the world's
history. The Greeks, for ingtance, worked their initiations on the Rays of the Upper Astrd and the
Abstract Mind. When we come to study a Ray, therefore, we turn to the esoteric school which

Specidized in that aspect.

The seventh plane, the Plane of Abstract Spirit, is never contacted at the present stage of evolution
while in the body; the ego must withdraw from the body for that contact, and the body then goesinto
deep trance. This aspect has been most highly developed in the East, and therefore this Ray is generdly
known as the Buddhic Ray; but we have examples of it in the West in our ecstatics, St Theresais our
principa authority upon it. It is exceedingly rare at the present day, and can only be developed in retreat
under ascetic conditions. It has no Ray Logos in the sense in which the other Rays have, for it has not
yet been brought through into manifestation in matter, and therefore has never focussed through the
consciousness of an incarnated being. Itsinvocation and contacts are those of the Holy Ghogt, and it is
never operated in waking consciousness, but only, as has dready been said, in full trance.
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The operations of these contects involve the withdrawa of the soul from the world, and are never
undertaken until the time is gpproaching when freedom from the Whed of Birth and Degth may be
claimed. Concentration on this contact before the timeis ripe causes an arrestation of spirituad growth.
We have an example of thisin Europe in the Quigtists. Mme Guyon, to use an expressive metaphor
from Evdyn Underhill’ s great work on Mysticism, ‘basked like a cat in the rays of the Sun of Lif€e'. Itis
the extensive development of this aspect that has paralysed the progress of the East.

The sixth plane, or Plane of Concrete Spirit, isthe focussng point of dvilizationat present. Hereon
are developed the spiritual qualities of Love, Truth, Goodness, Purity, and many others. This Ray was
made manifest to man by the Magter Jesus, who isits Master of Magters, its Ray Logos, it istherefore
known as the Chridian Ray. Theinitiation of this Ray is the highest idedl which a man can achieve while
dill remaining on the human peth of evolution.

It isthe contacts of this Ray which give the saint his Vison Beautiful and which make the chdiceinto
the Grall. It isthe hidden power of Chrigtianity which was taught to the disciplesin the Upper Room
whilst the multitude received but arule of life—arule, however which, if faithfully followed, would bring
them to that Upper Room where they could receive the inner teaching which is not withheld, but merely
kept separate. 1t is the power of the Christian Ray that shines through the Grail; and it isto the Church
of the Grall that the aspirant comes who eectsto follow the Way of the Cross. Thisis the Church
behind the church which is not seen, but redized; it isto thisthat devotion to the Sacraments brings a
man. The church which is of sone fades away for him, and he finds himsdlf in the Church not built with
hands, eternd in the heavens. It is here that the Christian mystic worships, here that he meets his Master
face to face in the wine and bread that are not bread and wine, but the substances of a magical
operation sublimated to spiritua gold.

Theinitiations of the Plane of Abgtract Mind are concerned with the development of intuitive thinking
and of the power of deductive reasoning to extend from the known into the Unknown and trandate it
into cognizable terms. 1t is often called the Pythagorean Ray, because it had its heyday in the Mystery
Schools of Greece. Thisis the true Wisdom Ray, for its contacts represent the first of the objective
initiations, wherein the doors of sdf are opened and it entersinto immediate relations with the Not-slf.
All initiations prior to this do but open up the hidden heights and depths of the sdif.

The Ray of the Concrete Mind is the highest aspect of the incarnate persondity Thrice-grestest
Hermesisits Ray Logos. Its highest development was in the Egyptian and Qabaigtic systems, and it
was blended with Chrigtian thought in the schools of the Neo-platonists and the Gnostics; but the
persecuting energy of the Church, long since exotericized, slamped it out as an organized system. Its
studies were only kept dive during the Dark Ages among the Jews, who were the chief exponents of its
Qabdigtic aspect. Its Egyptian aspect was reintroduced into Europe by the Templars after the Crusades
had put them in touch with the Holy Centresin the Near East. Stamped out again by the fear and
jedlousy of the Church, it regppeared once more in the long line of Alchemists who flourished after the
power of Rome was broken by the Reformation; and it is sill dive today.

The Ray which corrdates with the Upper Agtra Plane is known as the Cdltic Ray, for itsinitiation of
the higher emotiona sdlf gave the Cdltic racid culture itsimpetus It is seen in its highest manifestation in
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the earlier Greek tradition, especidly in the Dionysan cults before the influence of Eastern and Egyptian
thought had produced devel opments which were not typica of the Hellenic racid genius.

The Cdtic Ray is essentidly demental and dedls with the nature aspect of things, being an initiation of
the emotions, its Sandards of value are aesthetic, not ethicd; itsideds are beauty and joy, not truth and
goodness, and we must bear thisin mind when judging its votaries. It is far removed from the world of
men and mundane vaues; but without its leaven, utilitarianism would crush out the wider vison.

It isfrom this Ray that dl imaginative work derivesitsingpiration and cregtive artists draw their
power. It is essentidly the Artist’ s Ray, whatever be the medium in which his craftsmanship finds
expression; and it is the force of this Ray which makes the subtle difference between the products of the
handcraft worker and the products of the machine, and gives handmade things the subtle fascination
they have for the sengtive soul. Even though their technique be not so perfect asthat of the factory, they
are dive with the wonderful dementd life of the Cdtic Ray which their maker, working with cregtive
ingoiration drawn from that Ray, buildsinto them. Yes, they areliterdly dive, being ensouled with
elementd essence, and hence they are ‘ companionable’ in away that a machine-made object is not.

But athough the Greek expression of the Ancient Wisdom affords excdlent materid for sudy, itis
by means of the form it has built itsdlf in the group-spirit of our race that we must seek to gpproach the
actua contacts of its power, and the true expression of the Cdltic Ray for the inhabitant of the British
Idesisin the Gadic fary lore

Many generations of British intellect have been nourished upon the classicd tradition, and
consequently have produced that remote, antique and dien type of artigtic or literary beauty which is
cdled classcd. Thisisatype of beauty for whose appreciation a specid culture isrequired, a classica
culture smilar to that which inspired the crestor of the beautiful thing because the dementd life which
ensouls his cregtionsis derived from the Hellenic aspect of the Cdtic Ray (for the Roman tradition dso
derives from that source), and therefore it does not apped to the common man who has not built up
these contacts within his soul. Contacts with an dien force have to be dowly and eaborately built, they
do not arise spontaneoudy, nor are they innate; and not only must they be built, but they must be
tenderly cherished, for they are tropicd plants of the soul.

But that which derives from our native folk tradition springs up like weater from the soil, made dive
by the good brown earth and fresh with the breath of herb and tree; it springs, it sparkles, and the
wayfaring man, though dull, cannot but rgjoice therein, for it is native to him; he needs no commentary to
tell him its beauties, he loves it because he enjoys it; and he enjoysit because it vitaizes his nature. It
vitaizes his nature because it puts him in touch with the sun-warmed, rain-wet earth, his native earth,
that his bare feet trod as a child when his soul was open and he il could fed the Unseen. It blows
through his soul like the wind on high places; it drives over him like the waves of the open seg; and his
heart legps to it like the springing legping flames of the living fire; for by the dust of hisfathersheiskin to
the dements in his native land, and by the road of his childhood dreams he gpproaches the Cdltic
contact. For theinitiate of the Cdtic Ray isthe Immorta Child, the Fool of Heaven, ever young but
never wise, for Wisdom is not upon the Cdltic Ray.

The Ray which corresponds to the Lower Astral Plane is known as the Norse Ray, because the
purest contacts of this much-corrupted tradition which are available to usin the West are those of the
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Nordic mythology. The Lower Adrd Planeisthe plane of the primitive ingtincts and the crude passons
associated with them, and it is the sublimation of these passions which gives the ecstasy of theinitiation
of this contact. In the Nordic tradition, the ecstasy is derived from a sublimation of the qudity of
courage in its apotheoss as the baresark lugt of bettle

In other traditions this Ray takes different forms. In the Hindu system it is the terrible Kai-worship,
with its thugs and sdf-muitilations; the gpotheosis of cruety, not of courage. The Priapic, as distinguished
from the Dionysan aspect of phdlic worship, is aso contacted on this Ray.

It must not be thought that this Ray is evil in itsalf, however Nothing that God has crested isevil in
itsdf; itisonly inits perverson and ditortion that it becomes evil. The Norse Ray isthe Ray of the
heroic virtues of courage, endurance and stability. When this potent primitive element is lacking people
become decadent and neuratic, cranks and faddists, artificidity taking the place of the naturd indincts.

The time when this Ray manifested upon earth is so remote that its functions correlate with the
cerebdlum, for it wasin function before the cerebrum, the part of the brain which gives the characteritic
human forehead, was devel oped. Normally, the mentation corresponding to this part of the brain does
not come within the focus of the waking persondity, but is subconscious, only rising to the surface
during periods of intense emotion, or when the more recently developed parts of the brain have been
put out of action by the influence of drugs or disease.

Itis, of course, the Ray par excellence of Black Magic, and has become much contaminated in
consequence Its contacts are only used in primitive witch-cults and, contradictory asit may appear; by
very highly-trained occultists; for upon the ability to contact and control the forces of this plane depends
the power to produce tangible effects in dense matter. The Name of the Master of Masters of this plane
cannot be given, because it isaWord of Power; but it may be said that it is the specia function of the
Archangd Michad to guard the gates of the Underworld, so that no uprush of * chaos and old night’
may break through onto the earth-plane.

The Ray which was concerned with the laying down of the Plane of Earth is of even greater antiquity
than the Nordic Ray. It manifested before matter as known to us in its dense aspect had been evolved.
Asan initiatory force it devel ops the powers of the etheric double Its contacts are worked in the East in
the Hatha Y oga discipline, and as we have no corresponding school in the West, we will cdl it the
Etheric Ray.

Initsorigina aspect is has long since passed out of manifestation, but the cycle of evolution is
beginning to bring it in again on a higher arc, and we are seeing a great development of the power of
mind over body in such cults as Chrigtian Science and the New Thought movement. It is, of course, by
operating upon the etheric double that the mind-hedler obtains his results, just as the fakir obtains his
phenomena

These seven Rays congtitute the gamut of initiation, and no one can be justly called an adept who
does not possess the degrees corresponding to them. The Buddhic Ray lies ahead of evolution; the
Etheric Ray inits origind aspect lies behind it. The Chrigtian Ray is the focussing point in the present
age. Itisdong the lineslaid down by the Master Jesus that development is taking place. The powers of
other Rays, with the exception of the Buddhic Ray, which does not belong to the Earth-plane at present,
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are recapitulations whereby aman takes possesson for himself of that which humanity has achieved in
the past and which is part of the heritage of the race.

The Master Jesus, Star Logos of the Ray under which modem avilizationis developing, isthe Lord
of this epoch, and His Name is the Supreme Word of Power; for to each manifestation of the Chrigt are
committed dl things in heaven and earth, including those of His Brethren who have preceded Him in
office. Another incarnation of the Chrigt-force will come in due evolutionary season, asdl religions
teach, but it has not come yet, and until it does the Master Jesus is the Magter of Magters for the West
and the Great Initiator of the white peoples.
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5.
The Evolution and
Functions of the Masters

Much has been written of recent years concerning those who are caled the Masters, and many
different opinions have been expressed. Some writers rank them as but little inferior to the Delty, and
others seem to use the word as being equivaent to the ‘control’ of the spiritudist, or even refer to them
as in human form and having places of resdence on the physica plane. This has led to much
misunderstanding and to a chegpening of the concept of these Divine Beings and supermen with whom it
ispossible for humanity to come into touch. The misunderstanding is largely due to the fact thet dl
superhumanity has frequently been classed together by thoughtless students, and the functions of the
Adept, the Master, and the Master of Masters, Star Logos, or Ray Chohan (according to the
terminology employed) have been confused and their gradations confounded. In the terminology
employed in these pages the word Master is never applied to a being incarnated on the physica plane,
but is reserved for those who no longer need to incarnate for the performance of their work. The term
Adept is used for those beings who have passed beyond the stage which evolution has as yet reached
on our planet, and have therefore nothing to learn from its conditions, but eect to incarnate for the
purpose of performing certain work; and they are not regarded as Divine Beings, but as elder brethren.
The man or woman who has advanced beyond a certain grade in the Greater Mysteriesisreferred to as
an initiate, and below these come the grades of brother, neophyte, dedicand, server, and seeker.

Asthe degrees of the hierarchy have reference to evolutionary stages, their significance can be best
understood by studying them in their sequence, beginning at the first manifestation, which is now the
highest, each subsequent advent bringing initistion a stage further down the planes, and as humanity is
meanwhile steadily evolving up the planes, there comes a time when cosmic consciousness can be
attained and maintained in the norma waking state ‘In my flesh shal | see God’ The work of the Manus,
the evolved of previous evolutions, has been explained in another chapter; and we will take up the story
at the point where the Greater Masters, who were the pupils of the Manus, come into function.

Let us congder firg the condition of humanity at the time the Manus began to gppear upon the
physicd plane It was far lower than that of the mogt primitive savage today, intelligence being essentidly
animd in type, for it was the function of the Manus to assst in the development of those faculties which
are characterigticaly human and distinguish us from our younger brethren, the animals. The Manus
themsalves had evolved in previous evolutions; and it was their function to assst humanity rapidly to
recapitulate the evolutionary experiences which should bring them abreast of the level a which their
predecessors withdrew from the physica plane, so that humanity should take up the work of the planet
where the Lords of Mind laid it down. In order to save the time occupied by a laborious rebuilding,
certain of the perfected entities of the previous life-wave undertook the task of handing over to humanity
the fruits of their evolution.
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Humanity had only reached the stage of perceptive consciousness, that isto say, it could form mentd
images which were linked in memory-sequences; it had now become necessary that conceptive
consciousness should be developed, so that memory-images could be synthesized into generdizations.
The Manus, by means of suggestion or thought-transference, planted IDEAS in human consciousness,
and the men chosen for this operation, once having experienced the apprehension of a concept and
redlized the possibility of thisform of thought, were soon able to construct other syntheses of images for
themsalves, and they were made assiduoudy to practise this process under their ingtructors, just as
aspirants at the present time are made to practise the intuitiond thought of the abstract planes.

Once this process was well underway, the Manus were able to withdraw to a higher plane, and the
pupils they had initiated into their methods of thought were I€ft to train their fellows under the ingtructions
of the Manus. In due course of evolution some of these pupils had made so much progress that they had
evolved beyond the need of incarnation, and themsdves withdrew from the physical plane. The Lords of
Mind who had been their initiators were then able to withdraw to their own place, which is not on our
planet, though within the limits of our solar system, and the Lords of Humanity became the initiators of
their own people.

The perfected entities evolved by previous evolutions have their own functions within the universe as
laws, forces and principles, the Lords of Mind aone gpproximating in the least degree to our concept of
conscious beings. Though perfect and complete according to their own type, they are of amuch lower
grade of evolution than humanity will be when it hasin its turn completed its course But just as adog of
two years old isin amuch higher state of development than child of two years old, and might be put to
guard the latter; s0 the Lords of Mind are infinitely higher than the infant humanity, though humanity will
be higher than the Lords of Mind when fully evolved.

As each fresh phase of human evolution was entered upon, one of the Lords of Humanity undertook
to incarnate upon the physica planein order to introduce into human consciousness the archetypa idess
which it was intended to work out during that phase, and these He taught to a chosen band of disciples
by precept, but to the multitude by example; that isto say, He lived theided life, He manifested the
ided character; thus presenting a new concept of human perfection to men’s consciousness, and forming
a standard againgt which they could measure their lives and actions. They are thus the Great Exemplars,
and represent the Archetypa Man to which humanity attains when it has completed the phase of
evolution thus ushered in.

But they are more than Exemplars, they are dso Saviours, for before the work of a new phase can
be undertaken they have to clear up and adjust any residuum of error in the last phase of evolution, and
this they do by taking upon themselves the sin of the world, to use theologica terminology.

Thereis known to occultists amethod of hedling by subgtitution, in which, by extreme compasson
with the suffering of a beloved one, the suffering is experienced in the very sdf, and then, by the
appropriate reaction and redization, is expiated upon a higher plane. Such a processis extremey
dangerous, for, if the expiation is not successfully accomplished, the would-be hedler isleft with the
disease; it isaso an extremdy painful process, for what would have been the long-drawn-out physica
suffering of the patient is transmuted into its equivalent of menta suffering in the heder for ashort period,
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and therefore concentrated. Moreover, the whole process has to be accomplished according to the
laws of karma, or more harm than good is done.

Now that which is sometimes done between two individuds is performed between the Saviour and
the group-soul of the world when an Atonement is made a the end of a phase of evolution. In the few
short hours of the Crucifixion the sn and suffering left over from a phase of evolution were redlized and
abreacted. Little wonder that, in anticipation of this orded, the Lord of the Purple Ray prayed, ‘Let this
cup pass from me

Theinitiate of the Western Tradition givesto the Passon and itsritua presentation in the Mass the
same place that the theologian does; to him the Eucharist represents the supreme contact of his Ray and
race. But he also recognizes the other greet Redeemers, and knows that the legend of the sacrificia
desthistrue of dl of them.

When a Master has incarnated as Redeemer and passed through the sacrificid desth, He does not
reincarnate but becomes the Star Logos of His Ray, one of the Seven Spirits before the throne, and
he brings that aspect of Logoidal force to afocus through the lens of His personification. Now a
personification is not the same as a persondlity, but is the image which the individudity builds of a
particular incarnation in order to manifest upon the plane of matter. Thisisasgnificant point in practica
occultism, and is what Madame Blavatsky refersto when she saysin The Secret Doctrine that a
Master's bodly isillusory. When psychics report that the Master Jesusis incarnated at the present time
at such-and-such aplace, it is not an incarnation they have perceived, but a personification, a
thought-form in the consciousness of the Star Logos which is being used to focus His Ray; and when
thisincarnation is reported at a Sacred Centre in the Himaayas or the Caucasus, it means that the astral
body of the seer isworking a one of those astral centres. It is not that the Master Jesusis living there,
but that the psychic is functioning therel A very different matter. It is an extremdy easy thing to get the
adtra consciousness reopening when the seer is supposed to be functioning in his causd, or abstract,
mental body, and then both types of consciousness are presented smultaneoudy to the ego, like two
exposures of one photographic plate.

Again, psychics who have not got the proper testing-formulae for ‘trying the spirits on the plane and
Ray on which they are working, may easly find the subconscious content externaized as thought-forms,
and so merely be reading their own subconscious minds when they believe themsalves to be reading the
Records, thereby bringing through preconceived notions as vision.

Findly, a psychic who can work no higher than the agtrd plane will describe everything in terms of
anthropomorphic picture-consciousness, when therefore he or she dects to investigate things which are
not of that plane, they cannot rise conscioudy to aredization of the abstract, but will only be able to see
the reflectionsin the astra light, using astrdl consciousness as amirror; and things which are of pure
spirit, and therefore formless, will be reported as having form and their appearance described. The
appearances seen are smply symbolic representations of the abstract as apprehended by concrete
consciousness, which the seer should be able to interpret in absiract terms, as did Anna Kingsford in
regard to her illuminations; but when we get a seer who does not understand the method of the
transmutation of symbolism between the planes, we get an account of the Christ standing under atreein
His garden and blessing the world with outstretched hands every evening.
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Now the Chrigt is not, and never has been, apersondity; it is not even individudized, but is Smply
the regenerative and reconciling aspect of the Logoida force, and as such is spoken of as the Cosmic
Chrigt in order to diginguish it from the manifestation of that force coming through the channd of a
Redeemer’ s consciousness. It isthis force that has functioned through al the World Saviours, Eastern,
or Western, but Jesus the Christ, being the Saviour of the Western cvilization phase of evolution, isfor
us ‘the only Name under heaven whereby we shall be saved', thet isto say, whereby we shall obtain the
upreme initiation available at present to usin this sphere. * To each man his own Magter', nor may we
judge another man's servant but to the Western races Jesus of Nazareth is The Chrigt, for it is His idedl
that our avilizationis so dowly and laborioudy working out. The Coming World Teacher concerns the
next root race, and has nothing to do with Western avilization, which must work out the Law of Love
according to the dispensation of the Master Jesus. It is only the seed-people of the new race who will
follow the new Teacher when He summons them, and they will not find it possible to regenerate
European dvilization by the methods they wish to inaugurate, but will have to segregate themsdlvesinto
colonies or communities and live their own life apart, while Western dvilizationworks out its own
destiny and achieves it zenith; then, with the decay of that cvilization, the souls which it has perfected
will withdraw, later to reincarnate in the new root race; but they will come asindividuds, for it is not
possible to transfer the group-soul of a dvilization from one Manu to another; for the group-soul, like
the group-body, or socia organization, isfinite and morta, and must die before it can be reincarnated; it
isthe spirit of humanity alone which isimmortal and endures through an evolution; the spirit done which
isuniversa and one throughout the planet. Socia organizations are as separate asindividuals, and thelr
group-souls, or devas, will not let them codesce, though they may form brotherhoods upon the plane of
group CONSCiousNess.

The Master Jesusiis * an High Priest after the Order of Me chisedec’, and had, according to the
Western Esoteric Tradition, but two manifestations on this plane before He passed beyond the planes of
form after the third, last and highest manifestation which was the completion of Hiswork. He was never
of our humanity, and is now of the grade of Cosmic Firein the hierarchy, and therefore the sunisHis
appropriate symbol and His Church keeps the seasons of the solar year and identifies them with the
incidents of His career; thus giving rise to the hypothesis of the Solar Myth.

The Gospd sories ded with two sets of facts, the historical narrative of the Incarnation, and the
attributes of the office of Redeemer, which our Lord held; the exposition of this dua significance would
be too long for the present pages, but the enlightened will readily be able to distinguish the two, and
dlocate each incident in the divine Life to its proper category.

The Magter Jesusiis not of the same hierarchical grade with other of the Masters with whom He has
sometimes been associated or confused. He stands upon the same degree as the Manus Krishna and
Osirris, asaMagter of Masters upon His Ray, below whom are the Greater Masters, who are
Regenerators, but not Redeemers, for they did not die the Sacrificial Death. Of these are Moses, who
gave the Law to Isradl, Gautama, who gave the Law to Asia, Mohammed, who gave the Law to Africa,
and Paul, who gave the Law to Europe. The work of these is done with the conscious minds of men,
but the work of the Chrigts is done with the consciousness of the rece.

Below these again are the Lesser Magters, who in Christian terminology would be called the saints,
and it is these who have to do with the teaching and training of humanity at the present time
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The mystic talks of the Communion of Saints, and the occultist talks of the Lodge of the Magters,
and both refer to different types of the same thing The Communion of Saintsisthat ‘body of just men
made perfect’ who, by the Way of the Cross, have passed beyond incarnation. And as they loved the
Church during their sojourn in the tabernacle of flesh, so they till love her in the life of the spirit. And so,
‘with angels, archangels, and dl the company of heaven’ they answer the summons of the sanctus bell,
and in that Mass of the Grail of which the mystica soul partakes, the Church of Heaven and Earth meet
together. It is they who congtitute the Church behind the church, or, in the language of the Western
Tradition, the Church of the Grail, and it isin this *body of just men made perfect’ that the strength of
the Church lies

It isfor this reason that prayer to the saints and the adoption of a patron saint has great value upon
the Mystic Way, for his patron saint is to the mystic what his Magter is to the occultis—a lens through
which the Cosmic Power is concentrated, a symbol by which consciousness is lifted to transcendent
concepts, an Elder Brother who, having come by the same path, understands the human needs of the
seeker committed to his care, and out of a deeper wisdom and greater power can give counsd and help
in those samdll things which seem 0 big to the struggling soul.

Great cosmic forces are only used for great cosmic purposes, but those cosmic souls whom we call
Saint and Magter can transmute and apply these forces for the relief of the little human needs of those in
their care in away which those souls themsalves, owing to the smalness of their grasp and the limitation
of their ideas, cannot do so successtully. It istrue that no prayer sent up to the Father of All shall fall
fruitless to the ground, but the surmounting of the temporary difficulties of human life is not the function
of the Great Unmanifest, any more than the lighting of firesis the function of the sun; yet if the rays of the
sun be focussed through a burning-glass, the fire can be lighted.

The Firg Manifest sustains dl things, and will sustain them whether we pray to It or not, and in the
end we shdll dl be gathered back into that Infinite Life, but at the present state of our evolution It is, for
al practica purposes, beyond our ken (save in certain advanced meditations when It is approached by
means of a symbol); we are carried in the greet sireams of Its force like animaculae in the tides of the
Seq, borne in a movement so vast that our senses cannot cognize it. 1t will function whether we worship
It or not, and no prayer of ours can turn It a hairsboreadth from Its course

The Cosmic Christ isaworld-force; by aspiration we can open our consciousnessto it, and dign
ourselves with itslines of power until consciousness is suffused by it and illumination occurs; but it is not
aforce which relieves smal human needs, though we can draw upon it for any cosmic task upon which
we may be engaged. It is the Guardian of the Soul, whether we cal him Saint or Master; who stretches
the hand in the dark that the struggling heart demands, bringing to him the power of the Christ that, were
it applied to his naked soul, would burn it; or shieding him from that ineffable glory when it becomes so
bright that the newly-opened eyes of the soul are seared by it. For the power of the Christ is so strong
inits purificatory force that it is only gold which has been tried by the furnace that can stand it; dl that is
drossin our nature goes up in flames when exposed to its regenerative fires, and it is the function of the
Guardians of Soulsto temper the wind to the shorn lamb and the fiery light to the imperfect spirit,
leading gently those who have conceived the Divine Ided until such time asit shdl be brought to
redlization and fulfilment.
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When in need of power for cosmic purposes we aign consciousness with the forces of the Cosmic
Chrigt by means of certain meditations; but when in need of comfort we reach out hands of faith through
the darkness of the Ve, and from behind the Vel we fed them taken by the answering hand of the
Guardian of the Soul. Silently in the night the hands may be lifted above the head and the answering grip
imaged in the imagination, and then it may be found that imagination has been transformed into redlity
and a sudden power has touched the soul, an unseen Presence has been sensed in the darkness, and the
wanderer knows that he is not alone
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6.
The Training and

Work of an Initiate

Those who seek knowledge upon the occult path win through findly to the service of a Magter, and
adescription of the stages by which that apprenticeship is obtained will assst redization.

All manifested life is advancing towards perfection in the great current of evolution, broad, dow, but
certain; each organized unit of evolution, or group-soul of a species, is overshadowed by agreat angdlic
consciousness that acts asindividudity to the dowly evolving group-mind. When individudization takes
place within the group consciousness, each unit thus created becomes its own master and learns by
bitter experience the right use of its powers, generating much karma in the process, and the group-soul
of the whole, metaphoricaly speaking throwsits weight so as to counterbaance the composite karma
thus generated, thus maintaining the racid poise; should the over-balance proceed beyond the power of
righting the group angd, or higher soul, withdraws, and the death of the group takes place as does the
deeth of any other body from which the soul is withdrawn.

Should the individua consciousness, thus developed, perceive the brooding spirit that overshadows
the whole of which it isa part and trangmits to it the Divine forces, should it conceive the idea of
co-operding with the Divine Life rather than experimenting with its own persond life, then it comes out
from under the dominion of the group-soul and into the jurisdiction of the Lodge of the Magters
concerned with that group.

Now the Lodge of the Magtersis but another name for the ‘ body of just men made perfect’, those
souls which, by supreme effort, have outdistanced their fellows and attained the full stature of human
development before evolutionary time has brought it about for the rest of mankind. Many souls have
done this Since the beginning of our race; some, having atained completion, elect to await the end of the
manvantara, or day of manifestation, in a Sate of beatitude; others, however, out of compassion, return
again within reach of the earthsphere in order that they may assst those who are struggling to advance
by the path which they themselves have followed. It is these that are indicated by the name of Magter as
generdly used. There are indeed other perfected souls of the higher grades who are concerned with
other work, but these should more properly be referred to as Regents; the term Lord is usualy applied
to abeing perfected in an earlier evolution. The Lords of Hame, Form, and Mind, however, are
gradudly withdrawing to more remote spheres as their work becomes stereotyped by cyclic repetition
in the course of vast ages, and their tasks are taken over by the Regents, so that instead of a L ord of
Form one might find oneself dealing with a Regent of the Sphere of Saturn. The digtinction isan
important one, especidly in adjusting karma by means of astrologica caculations, for the Regents are
much more ble than the Lords.

The work of an initiate, and consequently the task the aspirant has to undertake in order to prepare
himsdlf for that work, cannot be fully redlized unless it be understood in connection with the process of
evolution, of which it forms an integral and very vita part. The occultist believes that the work of the
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universeis carried on by means of a hierarchy of consciousnesses. These consciousnesses have been
personified as gods, archangels or devas by different schools of belief; and dthough these
personifications have been anthropomorphized by the unenlightened, they retain their metephysica
sgnificance for the initiated, and the reader is asked to try and disabuse himsdlf of the associations
which uningtructed thought has alowed to gather about these entities. They differ as much in degree
from the highest form of consciousness with which we are acquainted as that highest form differs from
the lowest which our instruments of precison and magnification enable usto perceive; but dthough they
differ in degree so much as hardly to be recognizable as entities to our myopic perception, they do not
differ in kind from that type of organization and activity of which our human intelligence forms one of the
earlier milestones, and therefore they are better described as entities, or conscious beings, than by any
other description, because such an identification with our own type of evolution servesto indicate a
relaionship; for what we are today they were in the yesterday of cosmic time, and what they are today
we shdl be in the cosmic tomorrow.

We shdl understand this statement better, and redize that it is not awild phantasy of the
transcendental imagination, if we remind ourselves of the established and accepted teaching of biology
concerning the evolution of man from primitive forms of life. Biology has demonstrated beyond cavil the
line of the ascent of man, and the concept of a superhumanity and an archangdlic kingdom is but a
further continuation of that line beyond the point a which humanity now stands.

Occult science differs from orthodox science in thet it looks upon man as occupying an intermediate
dtage on the ladder of life, instead of its topmost rung and upon this hypothesis bases its doctrine of
initiation and the speeding-up of individud evolution thereby. When it is remembered that, as can be
proved historicaly, the mystery schools taught the doctrine of evolution at a time when orthodox science
taught that of specia creation and a dtatic universe, it does not seem impossible that orthodox science
may ultimately admit the rest of the esoteric hypothesis of which it has aready admitted so much.

The Logoidd Consciousness is conceived of as formulating ideas concerning Its universe; these ideas
are redized as piritud ideds by the great Star Logoi, or Ray Chohans, to use the Eastern terminology;
these idedls are intdlectudized as abstract ideas by the Greater Magters, and are thereby brought down
into manifestation as far as the plane of the Abstract Mind. Beyond this plane, the life of form begins,
and for ideals to be brought through into the planes of form they have to be ‘formulated’ by
consciousness working in terms of form. It is at this point that the work of the Adept begins, for he, il
living upon the plane of form but able to raise consciousness to the plane of the abgtract mind, is able to
get into rgpport with the Masters and receive from them the ingpiration of the abdract ideslswhichiitis
to be his function to bring through to the plane of matter

It will therefore be redlized that the Adept acts as intermediary between the Masters and humanity;
heis, in fact, one of the linksin the chain whereby the Archetypd |deas concelved in the Logoidd
Consciousness are brought through into manifestation in matter.

The Adept is not, however, the last link whereby the chain of evolutionary inspiration is connected
with the plane of matter, for he of necessity lives gpart from the world of men because he hasto
maintain afooting in two worlds, and this he cannot do if he be deeply immersed in matter. Below him
come his pupils, or apprentices, asthey are technicaly termed in the Mysteries, and to these he hands
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on the Archetypd Idess, duly formulated, in order that they may be lived out on the plane of matter and
S0 brought through into manifestation in human consciousness. Once this has been accomplished, and
the Archetypal 1deainjected into the group-mind of the race by being redized and lived by a
consciousness forming part of that group-mind, it is caught up by the race and forms part of its
subconsciousness, gradualy permesting it, destroying ideas which are antagonigtic to it and codescing
with ideas which are sympathetic, thereby changing the whole tone of the group-mind of the race. We
say race advisedly, for the whole schemeisracid being worked out through group-minds, and the racia
factor cannot be ignored in any question of occult work or initiation. This does not mean thet there need
necessarily be racid antagonism, but there must dways be racid differences until such time as evolution
shdl have brought humanity beyond the plane of form, and as long as those differences exist they must
be dlowed for in practical occultism.

The pupil of the Adept, as has aready been noted, is known in the language of the Mysteries as an
gpprentice, and this word more truly expresses his status and relationship to his Teacher than does the
more commonly used denomination of pupil; for the term pupil implies one whose attitude towards his
teacher is purely receptive, who is being educated solely for his own benefit by ateacher who has no
other purpose to serve than that of education; but the term gpprentice implies a different type of
relationship, for dthough the gpprentice is indeed taught, he learns by sharing in the work of his master,
thus catching ‘Hints of the proper craft, tricks of the tool’ strue play’. He takes his part in the work that
isgoing forward in his master’ s workshop; his labour is essentid to the scheme of operations, heisnot a
mere onlooker, nor does he perform certain actions smply for the sake of acquiring manud dexterity;
the clay which he has worked to the proper consistency is not tossed back into the mass but placed by
the master upon the whed; during the earlier stages of his training he performs the manua tasks of
unskilled labour for his master; heisused as ‘ahewer of wood and a drawer of water’ and by these
services he pays his footing in the workshop and earns the right to pick up his craft by watching the
skilled craftamen at their work. Long before the end of his gpprenticeship he will have learnt his trade,
but he gill has to continue to serve his magter for atime, and the value of this unremunerated work again
helpsto pay for histraining until findly, being ‘out of histime, heis himsdf a magter-craftaman, and as
such has the freedom of the city

The experience of the pupil accepted by the Magtersis exactly analogous, he serves them in order
that he may learn, and his labour is aso utilized in the actua performance of the tasks upon which they
are engaged. Even while he isreceiving the preiminary ingruction, he has to serve in their workshop of
daly life, and it isin accordance with the way in which these humble offices are fulfilled during the
probationary period that the final decison of acceptance or rgection is made. All the time the pupil is
learning heisworking and as he works he learns. It is one of the tests of atrue initiator that he never
demands afee, but dways makes the pupil work for his training—makes him serve histimein the
traditiona way.

We may dso conceive of the evolution of humanity asavagt army, toiling dowly dong its line of
march in agreat column; and, scouting far ahead of the main body, solitary outriders, swift-mounted,
light-armed and without baggage, exploring the way for the rest; spiritua guerrillas, whom Paul referred
to as those born out of due season. From time to time we shall see some swift-footed soul draw ahead
of the great army of mankind and push on adone into the wilderness. For a period his path is solitary, but
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presently he catches up with the far-flung line of the scouts, and if able to give the password that proves
him to be of their body, is given his place in the ranks of that adventurous company, a boundary-rider of
evolution, aone on his patrol, yet not out of touch with his comrades, for there are sgnalling-points
aong theline, and at certain seasons dl gather in to the council.

There are certain times and places where the council is held, according to the degree being worked.
The supreme council of the Great White Lodge is held beyond the planes of form and istherefore
placeless, but the Star Lodges of the Rays have each their point d’ appui on the physica plane, whether
it be in the Himadayas, Mecca, Jerusaem, or its English equivaent; this holy placeisused asa
focussng-point to enable those who are il on the plane of matter to get their bearings. Those on the
planes beyond form are able, if need be, to descend asfar asthe Upper Astrd, and those who can free
their consciousness from the brain and rise thereto can meet them there if they be summoned.
Sometimes the pilgrimage to the holy place is made in the flesh, but more often in the astral body;
sometimes it is the conscious projection of that body by the trained occultist; sometimes the aspirant is
taken thither by his Master and retains the memory as a dream; but in al cases none returns as he went,
for he has met the Great Light face to face and its glory remains upon his countenance. The uninitiated
never profane the holy places on these occasions, an unseen power keeps them off; even the very cattle
are withdrawn, and whether it be pagan mount or Christian pool, in absolute sillness the great vibrations
begin to throb till the place is humming like abdl; a strange heet beats up from the ground even in
mid-winter; the agird fire glowstill every object is rimmed with light; incense, swung in no morta cense,
is heavy on the air and a sense of innumerable presences, rank on rank, pressesin on every side,
performing the grest adird ritud that links spirit with matter; and, under dl, the roaring nature-forces can
be heard like ariver in flood, for it is on the high tide of the world of form that we pass out to the world
of force

To the aspirant the memory of such avist shines out like agar in the dark night of the soul; he who,
having set his hand to the plough, turns not back when the tail in the darkness begins, but works on,
awaiting the dawn, may suddenly find himself caught up in dream to meet the Magter face to face and
then returned to the plough-tail again with that glorious memory to comfort him, so that he may say with
another seer who had the gift of song

Y ea, though Thou then shouldst strike him from his glory,
Blind and tormented, maddened and aone,

Even on the Cross would he maintain his story,
Yes, and in Hell would whisper, 'l have known'.

It is the seeker who remembers in Hell what was shown him on the Mount who attains to
illumination.
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7.
The Occult Schools

The training of a student of Occult Science fallsinto well-marked stages, whatever Ray or tradition
he may be working upon. Each stage is, or should be, the preparation for the one above it, and serious
harm is done when students pass from stage to stage insufficiently prepared. The conditions which are
described here must not be taken as referring to any one speciad order or fraternity, but as being
generdizations and a counsdl of perfection. Fraternities have their rise and fall, as do other indtitutes of
learning. Upon the mundane plane it isimpossible to escape from the limitations of human persondities.
A great occultist will make a great occult school, but upon his death the mantle may fall upon unworthy
shoulders and the glory be departed or turned to corruption. The way of initiation has been rendered
tortuous in the Western hemisphere by persecution and materiadism, but the cloud seemsto be lifting
under the great impulse of spiritud power which al sengitive souls know to be flowing out upon the
world at the present time; occult orders and study groups are springing up in every direction, and it is
well for the aspirant to have some idea as to what an occult school ought to bein order that he may
understand whether the one in which he contemplates enrolling himself meets with the requirements of a
genuineinitiatory standard.

After the Reformation set men free to speculate in religious matters and worship each at his own
discretion, there sprang up arank crop of sects, some of which differed from orthodoxy in such minute
details that the smalest digplay of tolerance and goodwill could have saved a schism; others were so
wild in their doctrines and practice asto be obvioudy the product of disordered minds. So it iswith
modern occultism: avery little knowledge and some experience of the Unseen will enable aman to set
up as ateacher of occultism and even an initiator; this esoteric quackery is as remote from the spirit of
the great Schools of the Mydteries as the methods of a patent medicine seller a a country fair from
those of scientific therapeutics.

The great Mystety Schools have existed from the dawn of consciousnessin the human race; they are
neither fabrications of the imagination, frauds to dupe the superdtitious, nor existent solely on the Inner
Planes. Outside Europe they have flourished unchecked from time immemoria, revered and feared by
the peoples they guided; sometimes fallen upon evil days, as the degenerate voodoo schools of the
negro, sometimes retaining a noble tradition, as in certain of the Indian and Chinese schools, but dways
accepted as apart of theracid life just asthe are the monastic orders among oursalves.

In Europe, however, the state religion, which should have been the custodian of the Mydteries,
became ingtead their persecutor. This unhappy state of affairs came about owing to the political
expediency which placed men in high positions who did not hold high degreesin the Mysteries. These
men, such being human nature, were naturdly disinclined to defer to their inferiorsin office who were
their superiorsin knowledge and so the esoteric teachings, which should have formed the inner school of
the Church, became interdict as heresies.
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Before the Reformation, systematic persecution effectudly stamped out dl atempts at a Gnosis, and
after the Reformation the unguided intellect of the age, reacting againgt the doctrines of an unilluminated
theology despised al transcendentaism as superdtition. Occult pursuits were therefore limited ether to
the very few who in any age are cgpable of independent thought, or the very ignorant, among whom a
traditionad magic dill survived the dvilizing influences of the time, such as they were. These latter brought
adiscredit upon the science of the Unseen that forced its worthier students to conceal their interest, and
therefore Occult Science in Europe led for severd centuries a hunted life, and devel oped the defects
that such an exigence mugt invariably giveriseto.

The archetypa concepts, however, remained on the Inner Planes, and whenever individual men were
able to raise consciousness thereto they found that the great Inner Orders till existed in the Unseen,
though persecution had destroyed their physical forms. It was asiif the immorta spirit of the Myderies
survived the desth of its physicd body—the Temple—and those who were able to raise consciousness
to ahigher plane could communicate with the dead Orders.

During the lagt hdf-century innumerable attempts have been made to induce the soul of the Mydteries
to reincarnate, and these attempts have met with varying success. Out of many abortive efforts a
tradition is gradudly being re-formed; the smouldering fire of occult knowledge has been fanned to a
blaze, and the gods have again drawn near to man.

During the Dark Ages of European occultism any form of Lodge work was amost impossible, for
the gathering together of a number of persons was difficult to concedl, and roused suspicion. The
gpprenticeship system of training was therefore used by the few European initiates who kept the spark
dive They took individud pupilsinto their laboratories, just as amagter craftaman did into his
workshop; and these pupils, after the death of the Adept, usudly either scattered for the purpose of
seeking further ingtruction, or took pupils on their own account if sufficiently advanced. The drawbacks
of this system can readily be seen; like al unsupervised teaching it tended to dackness and
degeneration, and for this reason the Western Esoteric Tradition on the physical plane does not possess
agredt literature like the Eastern Tradition. Nevertheless, as no student of the subject needs to be
reminded, the most important part of an Order is on the Inner Planes, and these Inner Orders remained
intact down through the ages, receiving the rare initiates who were able to find their way to them through
pure intuition, and biding their time till men should once again be free to build the temple that should hold
the shrine.

When atemple has been thus builded, and the atar orientated according to the best knowledge of
the artificers, it is necessary to light the Sacred Fire. This can only be done by bringing alive cod from
another dtar, unlessthe High Priest is of the Order of Prometheus—and there are not many such. Or, to
vary the metaphor, gpostolic succession is of the essence of initiation for the reason that the teacher has
to induce in the soul of his pupil aparticular type of activity, and unless he himsdf be functioning in this
way heis unable to do 0. He has to cause the higher consciousness of his pupil, hitherto lying dormant,
to start functioning. Thisis done by means of the process known as the sympathetic induction of
vibration.

If apiano and a harp are standing near each other, and a certain note be struck on the piano, the
corresponding note will sound forth on the harp because the vibrations of the air, proceeding from the
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vibrating piano cord, impinge upon the harp strings, and the one of them that is capable of vibrating to
that rhythm is set in motion. So it iswith the initiator and his pupil. The activity of the higher sdf of the
initiator stimulates thet of the pupil. Thisisthe most vitd part of an occult training. The theory of
occultism can be learned from books that are now available for the genera public, but it is only from the
functioning occultist that a student can receive the spiritua inoculation which shal work in hisveins. Very
few souls have ever been able to conceive by the Holy Ghost, and the study of books on embryology
will not bring them much nearer to their god.

The Priests of the Order of Prometheus are those Light-Bearers who indtitute the new degreesin the
Mydteries as the advance of evolution renders man able to receive further teaching. They are the first
bestowers of a degree that has not hitherto been worked upon the earth. It must not be thought,
however, that when a man comes forward with anew teaching he is necessarily a Priest of the Order of
Prometheus. The Order of Prometheus is the next highest degree to the Order of Me chizedek, and
these degrees are not conferred upon the smple and ignorant as are the mystic degrees of the Inner
Light, such as the Quakers know, but represent the higher spiritua attainments of an initiate. It will be
remembered that M oses was taken as an infant into the palace of the Pharoahs and that the Lord Jesus
was ‘taken into Egypt’ as ayoung child. The significance of these words will need no emphasisto the
student of esoteric science. Beware of the self-taught occultist; he is as unreliable as the sdlf-taught
hedler.

Great weight is attached to gpostolic succession, or derivation from a genuine tradition; no occult
work, as digtinguished from mystic development, is possible without it. It may be that the cod thet is
brought to the newly-consecrated dtar isto al outward view avery dead cinder indeed, but if there be
the least spark of fire within, it can be blown to aflame; and then a judicious accumulation of fud will
enable the true dtar fire to blaze up and initiations to be performed by itslight and heet. For the dtar fire
two things are necessary: the live cod, and a supply of fud; athough the gpostolic succession be
brought from a genuine tradition, unless there be occult knowledge; unless the temple be properly
orientated, the fire cannot be blown to flame; and even after it has been duly kindled and builded, it may
gtill be dlowed to go out through lack of fuel or choking ash. Not everyonethat cries‘Lord Lord', is
caled of our Father.

An occult school can only be founded by an initiate of one of the great traditions. It will be recalled
that Paracelsus travelled in the Near East before he received occult power; it will also be remembered
that Mme Blavatsky penetrated into Tibet before she was able to establish an esoteric school. The
reason that the Lesser Mysteries of Europe use the terminology of the building trade is that the
necessary contacts for the degrees were found in the debased rituds that the mediaeva building guilds
performed ‘for luck’” when laying foundation stones. These rituals dated back to the times when temples
of the Mysteries were designed as great symbols and systems of correspondences, and the men who
did the work had therefore to be initiated into certain lower degrees in order that they might adequately
perform their tasks. Only initiate workmen could be alowed to build these symbalic temples, just as
only initiate caretakers can look after Masonic temples, and so an eementary knowledge of the
Mysteries was as much a part of the training of the better type of builder as an e ementary knowledge of
mechanics.
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When temple-building gave place to church-building the tradition survived for dong time. The
builders perssted in raising their structures due east and west and working into them a mass of ancient
symbolism that their new employersfaled to recognize as anything more than ornament. Not that the
operative masons had any such esoteric designs as are attributed to them by imaginative writers, for they
were seldom initiates of the Greater Mysteries, but they were possessed of stock patterns and lacked
origind ideas, and thus many of the symbols of ancient faiths have been preserved for usin our Chrigtian
buildings long after dl shadow of knowledge had been lost to the men who wrought them. The old
rituas were retained as superdtitious luck-bringers after the manner of the child who prayed regularly,
‘Lead us not into Thames Station’, but when men of knowledgein 1717 wanted living fire for their
newly-raised dtar, they found that the ancient rituas yielded afew live cods under dl their smother of
ash, and availed themsdlves of them.
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8.
Orders, Fraternities, Groups

There are two Peths to the Innermost: the Way of the Mystic, which isthe way of devotion and
meditation, a solitary and subjective path; and the way of the occultist, which isthe way of the intellect,
of concentration, and of the trained will; upon this path the co-operation of fellow workersis required,
firgly for the exchange of knowledge, and secondly because ritual magic plays an important part in this
work, and for this the assistance of severd is needed in most of the grester operations. The mystic
derives his knowledge through the direct communion of his higher sdf with the Higher Powers; to him
the wisdom of the occultist is foolishness, for his mind does not work in that way; but, on the other
hand, to amore intdlectua and extrovert type, the method of the mystic isimpossible until long training
has enabled him to transcend the planes of form. We must therefore recognize these two distinct types
among those who seek the Way of Initiation, and remember that there is a path for each.

The occultist goes by awell-marked way which has been trodden by countless feet from time
immemorid. As soon as he has reached a certain stage of inner development, the Mystery Schools of
his race are open to him, and to these he finds hisway by a method which will be described in detail in a
later chapter The origin of these Mystery Schools and the source of their knowledge has been described
in an earlier chapter, and in these pages we will undertake the task of explaining something of their
generd discipline and organization, the reader being again reminded that these descriptions must not be
taken as referring to any particular school, but as generdizations.

Esoteric science begins where exoteric science ends. The latter derivesits knowledge from
observation of phenomena; the former works by intuitive methods. It is exceedingly desirable that al
knowledge should be of that exact nature which only observation and experiment can produce; but the
orthodox scientific method is adow process, and meanwhile man had to live hislife and cope with his
environment, and therefore, in order to understand himsdlf and solve his problems, availed himsdlf of
every faculty of the mind, induding the faculty of intuition or subconscious mentation, and also of direct
apprehension. Detalls of these two methods of mentation are too lengthy to be entered upon now, and
properly form part of the subject-matter of esoteric psychology

Exoteric science may be conceived as raisng a noble and permanent dome in stone; and esoteric
science as being the timber scaffolding that holds the unfinished wallsin place until such time asthe
keystoneisfinaly dropped into position. As each fresh course of masonry goesin, the timber comes
out, for it is no longer needed; and as each new discovery adds to the domain of exact scientific
knowledge, esoteric science withdraws further into the Unseen, dtill serving its purpose of atemporary
framework that enables men’s minds to operate and life to be carried on in a purposive fashion. It isx,
the unknown quantity of our mundane agebra, which enables the caculation to be worked; but the
problem cannot be regarded as findly solved until x itsdf is reduced to a numericd quantity and ceases
to be unknown.




Dion Fortune Esoteric Orders and Their Work

The great esoteric Orders are in possession of detailed cosmogonies concerning the Unseen Worlds
which press about that little of manifestation which is perceived by the five physica senses, and just as
the telescope and microscope opened up to man’ s knowledge whole universes of new life which were
imperceptible to the unaided senses, so do certain little-known powers of the mind, when these are
developed, reved plane beyond plane of existence unsuspected by the average man. The esoteric
schools teach the use of these powers because they are to the occultist what the microscope isto the
biologis, and by their use he is dble to acquaint himsdf with those states of existence which ude the
human mind in its present stage of development.

A System of Correspondences consists of a set of symbols which the concrete mind can gpprehend
and a knowledge of the association chains which connect them with each other; thisknowledgeis
absolutely essentid for occult development, and it is different for each of the great main divisons of
mankind and of the earth’ s surface because loca conditions vary, and upon its astral and mundane
aspects the system has to be adapted to them, dthough in its higher aspectsit is universal. For instance,
many occult operations are best performed at a certain time; and time is different in different longitudes;
therefore the operation which should be performed at a certain hour in London would have to be
performed five hours later in New Y ork; for it may not depend upon sun-time; but upon sidered time;
and that is congtant for the whole globe; and the difference in sun-time between one part and another
has to be alowed for. Likewise, in any process which has relation to magnetic currents and tides, these
have to be caculated for the spot where the operation is to occur and cannot be set going at random.
All these considerations will show that practica occultisam is not athing to be learnt out of books by the
uninitiated. An Order knows the methods of raising and developing consciousness best suited to the
land and race to which it belongs, and without such guidance a student of the Secret Scienceisat a
grave disadvantage.

In order to avail onesdlf of the chart, however, it is necessary to have navigating insruments and
understand their use, otherwise one might know where Americawas, but be quite ignorant of ones own
whereabouts in rdation to it. The instruments of the occultist are certain little-known faculties of the
mind, trained and developed by certain definite processes. Not much can be said in these pages
concerning the work of the Greater Mysteries which is carried on by the Orders, but enough has been
sad to make it clear that they possess the secret cosmogony and understand the methods of training the
higher consciousness.

Before such atraining can be undertaken, however, it is necessary that the lower consciousness and
character should receive a thorough purification and discipline, so that foundations are laid deegp and
sure that will not shift or yield when the greet superstructure of occult knowledge is raised upon them
through the functioning of the higher mind. Unless this be done, disaster is very likely to occur; in fact,
one might say that it is certain to occur. Many souls, of course, have received initiation in previous lives,
and therefore soon recapitulate and recall their old knowledge when they come in touch with the
Mysteries again, but even for these it iswell to rub up their past memories and be sure thet they have
brought them through into waking consciousnessin their entirety before undertaking the perilous task of
occult development; but for the soul that is coming on to the Path for the firgt time, such a prdiminary
training is absolutely essential. A very large proportion of the disasters that occur in the pursuit of
practica occultiam are due to the neglect of the preliminary training so that the foundations could not
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carry the superstructure. An occult schoal is agymnasum of the mind, and if a student attempts to do
certain feats when he is untrained or out of condition, a serious accident may occur and he may be
injured for life, whereas, when he is properly trained he can perform the same feat with perfect safety.
The exercises that develop the higher consciousness have to be graduated just as carefully as those that
develop the body, and ignorance or afaulty system produce just as bad resultsin the Lodge asin the
gymnasium. It isamaxim among ahletes that no man can train himsdlf, and thisis just as true among
occultigts, as a good many adventurous students have found to their cost. Occultism is a great
adventure, and it is not without its risks, though, under proper conditions, these risks are such as a brave
man may not condder himsdlf unjustified in taking. 1t is not unlike mountaineering in this respect: thereis
adways a certain lement of danger, and that eement may unexpectedly assume serious proportions
which no man can foresee; but given good guides, good ropes, and a steady head, there is no reason
why aman should not habituate himsdf to the heights by attempting the easier climbs, and findly be able
to conquer the classic peaks of mountaineering. But the man who comes straight out of a London office,
and without guides, maps, ropes, or anything but an out-of-date Baedeker, sets out to walk up the
Matterhorn, would either get no further than the next village or come to an untimely end.

The preiminary training which fits a man for the heights of occult scienceis, or ought to be; givenin
that section of the Mysteries which is known as the Fraternities. It is the function of the Fraternitiesto
train the persondity of the pupil, and in the process to weed out those who are unfit for the heightsin the
present incarnation. No one need be ashamed, after having won into a Fraternity to be unable to go any
further; we al have to spend severa incarnations working in the Lesser Mysteries before we are ready
for the Greater Mydteries, and athough when one has succeeded in setting foot on the first rung of the
ladder the way lies open to him, it must not be thought that it is possible to climb to the top of the ladder
in asngle incarnation. Those who make phenomendly rapid progress are recapitulating that which they
have done in past lives, and those who make dow progress are working up the Mysteries for the first
time; there is nothing to be ashamed of in this dow progress if one is honestly doing ones best, and the
time is not wasted, but essentid to the training; but one has to be very wary of attempting to travel a the
pace that is only possible in arecapitulation, or disaster will ensue.

In aFraternity the training of character is especialy stressed, and the great lessons of brotherhood
and sdifless service have to be learned. The conscious mind has aso to be got ready for its
ama gamation with super-consciousness, and for this purpose it has to be equipped with the generd
theory of occult science. In the Lesser Mysteries, therefore, the aspirant trains his character as an athlete
trans hisbody in order that it may be strengthened to stand the orded of the heights to which the
Greater Mysteries will enable him to climb. He aso seeks to equip his mind so that he may fully
undergtand the teaching that will be conveyed to him when he enters the Greater Mydteries.

Much of the teaching received in the Lesser Mysteries is not now secret but is available in many
modern publications; nevertheless, its concepts have to be thoroughly grasped before the student is afit
candidate for the Greater Mygteries, where itsred sgnificanceisreveded. It is, however, in the
character-training thet the value of the Lesser Mysteries chiefly lies, and in the fact that the member of a
Fraternity is under the influence of one or another of the great Orders, for a Fraternity, to be able to give
avdlid training, must be the pendant of one of the greet initiation traditions, and unless an initiate of the
Grester Mydteries occupy the Eagt, its ceremonies will be invalid.
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Findly, we come to the condderation of the function of the group or society in the sudy of the
Sacred Science. Such groups are innumerable at the present time, and may ether represent the door
ga or beasnare and adeluson, or even something worse. The methods of discriminating between the
worthy and the unworthy are given in detail in alater chapter

A group or society is nothing more than astudy circle unlessits leader is an initiate of the Myderies,
for agroup should be the pendant of a Fraternity, just as a Fraternity is the pendant of an Order.
Initiates of the Mysteries who have arrived at a certain degree are permitted to work openly in the
world, teaching the dements of occult science to dl who will listen, but no more than the dements can
be given out thus fredy for reasons that have aready been consdered. Such alecturer or writer does
little more than act as a Sgnpost; he saysto his sudents, ‘If you follow the line of preparation which |
indicate, you will be able to qudify for occult training’. This, dso, isdl that the propaganda societies are
ableto do in ther public lectures, but it goes without saying that it is an absolutely necessary task and
must be done by somebody, and the initiates of the Mysteries are required to serve their timein this
work.

If the leader of agroup or the president of a society be indeed an initiate of the Mysteries, he will
pass his students on to an inner school where they will receive further training and thus he will be ableto
et their feet upon the path; but if he be not himsdlf aregular initiate, in touch with one of the greet
systems, he will have nothing to offer his students beyond the resources of hisown intellect, and that isa
fountain which the more advanced among them will soon drink dry.

The groups and societies should be looked upon as the outposts of the Mysteries, and it isthe am of
every true teacher to pass his pupils through his hands as speedily as may be and send them on to the
Order where he himsdf received histraining. The quicker he can bring them to the state of development
required for admission to the Mysteries the greater his skill as ateacher. The man who is an initiate of
one of the great Mystery Schools never fearsto let his pupils outdistance him, because he knows thet it
gtands him in good stead with his superiorsif he is congtantly sending up to them aspirants who ‘ make
good'. He therefore never triesto hold back a promising pupil, because he has no need to fear that
pupil, if alowed to penetrate into the Mysteries, would spy out the nakedness of the land; he will rather
bring back areport of its exceeding richness, and thereby confirm the statements of his teacher and spur
his fellow-pupilsto yet grester eagerness.

Never trust the occultist who tells you that heisthe head of atradition, because if he were, in the first
place, he would not tell the fact to the uninitiated, and in the second place he would in dl probability be
living in great secluson and inaccessible to dl but hisimmediate subordinates. If amanisagreet atist he
does not need to inform us of the fact; we shal know him by his pictures that are hung in the gdleries of
the nation, and we shall, moreover, find that he guards himsdlf from casua acquaintances because of the
inroads on his time to which his fame renders him liable. The more eminent a person, the harder heisto
approach, not out of of any spirit of pride and exclusiveness, but because so many people want to see
him that discrimination has to be used in admitting them.

So it iswith the occultis—the great ones are not easy to find, and the ones that are accessible are
ether among the smaller fry, or are Guides to bring the seeker to the Mystery School where they
themsdlves recelved their training. The genuine occultist does not make his secrets up out of his head,
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but receives them as a great and sacred respongihility, given to him by men who themsdves have
received them from their predecessors; and so the torch of occult knowledge is handed on down the
generations.

This, then, isthe organization of the occult schools: firg, the groups that gather about initiates of the
Lesser Mysteries, then the Fraternity that is a pendant of the Greater Mysteries; and findly the Greater
Mysteries, the Order itsdf, wherein the redl occult work begins. It is up this ladder that the aspirant
climbs towards the light, and his progress depends on none but himself, for even the Order upon this
earth is but the gateway that leads into the Unseen; it is from the Great Initiator done that he can teke
hisinitiation, and that initiation is not given in the flesh or by the flesh. Groups, Orders and Fraternities
work in symboals, and in them he sees asin aglass darkly; but it is their function to help him to develop
super-consciousness, and when he has achieved it he shall see face to face and know even asheis
known.

It must again be emphasized that the study of occultism is only ameansto an end, and that end isthe
Way of Divine Union. Some there are who can take that journey direct, but others have to proceed by
stages through the planes of form, of which the menta planeis not the least, and for them the mind has
to be trained and raised and taught to function under new forms that shall more nearly gpproximeate to
the spiritud actudity. But let it never be forgotten that al forms but obscure the light, and we only know
them by the shadows they throw upon alower plane. The aspirant should use the symbols of occultism
to train consciousness, not to furnish it, and it should be hisam to cast them aside at the earliest possible
moment that pure consciousness can dawn upon him.
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9.
The Use and Power of Ritual

The Inner Light done can bring aman to the Great Light; but this is a supreme achievement, and to
correlate such an experience with normal consciousness, so that it shall not pass like aflash of lightning,
it is necessary that consciousness should be prepared for its reception. When it be remembered that
each object upon the plane of physica form has within it substance of each of the other Sx planes of
manifestation, and each aspect of substance is shaped into aform according to the laws and types of its
own plane, it will be seen that every materid object has andogies upon every plane of the manifested
universe. It isby the use of these analogies that systems of symbolism are built up.

If those who have knowledge of the Divine Light in any of its aspects wish to assist a neophyte to
obtain a conscious redization of the nature of that Light, they have to supply him with achain of
associated ideas, a veritable Jacob' s ladder, leading right up the planes with an accurate correlaion
upon each. Not every object which may be chosen at random according to superficia resemblance to
the thing intended to symboalize can do this, and only those who themsalves can lift consciousness plane
by plane are competent to work out a system of symbology, and of such, those who can pass through
the seven planes are very rare; therefore it isthat initiators of alesser calibre are content to rely upon the
symbolism of the Manus of their race even if they themsdves are unable to interpret its higher aspects,
because they know that their pupil, when he achieves to the plane on which he is entitled to recelve any
degree of initiation, will be able, having once been shown the mundane symbol, to make that
interpretation for himsdlf. It is therefore of great value to have access to the ancient rituas which the
Great Ones of the past designed, Manu, Saviour and Master, working each in His degree.

Every object in aLodge should be a symbolic representation of the different aspects of force
functioning upon the plane to which it isintended to raise the consciousness of the candidate. Nothing
should be omitted, and nothing extraneous included. The crestion in consciousness of an image of the
symbol forms a point of contact with the forceit isintended to represent. Form, colour, movement,
sound, and incense make their apped to the gates of the physical senses, each of which isan andogue
of the subtle senses, and thus the symbolic image is built up which, provided that conditions are right,
will be trandated into experience by the subtle body upon which it is desgned to act.

It has been well and truly said that in the exoteric church the ceremony is performed by one person
for the benefit of the congregation; but in the Lodge the ceremony is performed by the congregation for
the benefit of one person. The candidate isthe principa actor in amystery play wherein he passesin
symboalic action through certain experiences of the soul in its passage from darknessto light. It is
intended thereby to recall to memory experiences through which the soul has passed in
ultra-consciousness, and unless the initiator has this basis of subconscious achievement to work upon,
initiation is a meaningless ceremony to the candidate. Each degree of initiation marks the completion, not
the commencement, of a stage on the Path. Let it be clearly understood that ritud initiation in the Lesser
Mysteries bestows nothing it merely renders available that which has been attained in
ultra-consciouness. Thered initiation is a spiritua experience. To pass through the symbolic
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representation of death and resurrection can mean nothing to a candidate in whom desire is not dead
and spiritua consciousness has not arisen.

It isrecorded of the ancient Mydteries that the candidate for initiation into the different Fraternities
was usudly made to act out the life-tory of the originad Hierophant, the Divine Man whose history
formed the basis of the symbolism of the ceremonies. He took the leading part in amystery play in
which the other parts were played by the Lodge officers. The Divine Man was the archetype or ided
which was to be held in consciousness by the neophyte; and each officer of the Lodge represented a
force which played upon the Divine Man in the course of his evolution. An officer who rightly
understood his function would dwell upon the force which should act through his officettill his persondity
became s0 saturated with it that he radiated its influence upon the candidate he was helping to initiate,
The united action of dl the officers builds a group-mind which is capable of transmitting and focussng
potencies of amuch more massive or cosmic type than could be tranamitted through the channd of a
single consciousness.

Colour and sound play important parts in the operation of transmuting the forces of one planeinto
their correspondences on alower and denser leve. Ther influence has its basisin the principles of the
law of the Ratio of Vibration; this can be best explained by andogy. It iswel known that many people
associate colours with certain musical tones; it is aso aproven fact that if sand be scattered on adisc
and aviolin bow drawn acrossits edge, causing it to vibrate, the sand will assume regular patterns
conggting of geometrica forms; sound isavibration of the air, of which the number of vibrations per
second of any given note can be ascertained; light isavibration of the ether of which the number of
vibrations per second of any given colour can aso be ascertained, and it will be found that thereisa
mathematica relationship between the air-vibration of a sound and the ether-vibration of the colour
which it evokes in the consciousness of certain people of the more senstive type; the latter will be a
multiple of the former. Upon the subtler planes are many different types of force, each with its own
vibration-rhythm; if the rate of that rhythm can be discovered, and either itsroot or prime factors be
ascertained, and sounds be formulated which have the vibration-rate of the severd factors, and these be
enunciated in sequence, they will evoke the complementary vibration in the subtle body which
corresponds to the plane of the potency it isintended to evoke, just as the musica tone causes the
colour to which it bears aratio to rise in consciousness. Thisistherationae of the use of Sacred Names
and Words of Power.

And likewise with geometrical forms: certain composite influences have their correspondencesin the
intersecting lines of force which give rise to the regular figures of the sand patterns; upon asmilar
principle are congtructed the Sacred Symbols which represent lines of force in the Unseen.

All these influences are employed to congtruct a greet thought-form in the group-mind of the Lodge;
and into this thought-form are poured the potencies evoked by the Names of Power used in the
initiatory work, and these influences are focussed upon the candidate while heisin a Sate of exalted
consciousness. Thisisthe rationae of initiation.

The candidate, while acting out the ritud with his physica body, should remember that he himsdf is
but a symbol of the Divine Man he is made to represent, and he should follow out in consciousness the
processes of the soul that are being enacted on the subtle planes.
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10.
Secrecy and Obedience

Those without the gate frequently question the wisdom and right of the occultist to guard his
knowledge by the imposition of oaths of secrecy We are so accustomed to see the scientist give his
beneficent discoveries fredly to al mankind that we fed that humanity iswronged and defrauded if any
knowledge be kept secret by its discoverers and not at once made available for dl who desire to share
init.

The knowledge is reserved in order that humanity may be protected from its abuse in the hands of
the unscrupulous.

Theinitiate of the Right-hand Peth uses every endeavour to ensure that the Secret Science shall be
taught to worthy pupils and to these alone.

No initiate of the Right-hand Path would ever withhold knowledge from anyone who was worthy to
receiveit; rather does he desire to come bringing with him his sheaves when cdled to enter the Great
White Lodge; he seeks earnestly for pupils whom he can train to assst him in hiswork, for without such
ass gance many tasks are impossible to him. But, on the other hand, he dare naot, for his own protection
if for no worthier motive, accept as a pupil anyone likely to abuse that knowledge or betray that trust.
For this reason he subjects his pupils to tests and only admits them gradually to the knowledge he holds
0 that, should they, under the stress of occult training reveal unsuspected flaws of character, they may
be rg ected before they have gone far enough to be dangerous. The critic of the Adepts would form a
truer opinion of therr attitude if he did not ook upon them as guardians of atreasure, grudgingly doling it
out to gpplicants whose rights it was impossible to ignore or defy, but rather as trainers of racehorses,
patiently trying beast after beast in the hope that one may ultimately be found that will win the Grand
Nationd. The Adept who accepts an unsuitable pupil is guilty of crudty just as much as the rider who
sends ahorse at afence it cannot take.

Regarding obedience, it is quite true that, for initiation, the pupil must offer unreserved dedication to
his Magter, but he should dlow no oneto interpret for him the terms of that dedication; his own Higher
Sdf should be the sole judge. The true initiator will help him to find his Magter, but should never for one
single moment stand between him and that Master, and if such an attempt is made the pupil is counsdlled
to brush it peremptorily asde. True, an occultist of a higher degree may bring through to him a message
or ingruction from his Magter, but he should never regard it as authoritative unlessit * causes his heart to
burn within him’, unless there is that response of intuition which makesit vaid for him.

Supposing for instance, an Adept should say to a neophyte that the Master has given such-and-such
an ingruction to him, and the neophyte replies, * That does not seem right to me', who isto be the
judge? Most unquestionably the neophyte, for it is better for his advancement that he should err asa
man than be thrust forward as a dave; he will learn more from an honest mistake than from an
unintelligent reliance on the judgment of another. Rashness and overweening self-confidence will no
doubt receive their rebuke, but the man who has the courage of his convictionsis more likely to win
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through to initiation than the one who is content to let someone else do histhinking for him. Adviceis
one thing and commands are another. Adviceis given in order that it may enlighten the understanding
and isonly to be followed after mature consderation; aman of aWestern race will generdly reply that it
isincompetible with his manhood to take orders in questions of conscience from afdlible
fdlow-creature. It isabold man who will assume the responghbility of guiding another soul blindfold
between Heaven and Hell.

The true trainer of souls knows that it serves no useful purpose to require an oath, for unlessheis
prepared to carry his pupils bodily into the Kingdom of Heaven he must teach them to walk upon their
own feet, and he can never do that as long as he kegps them in the splints of an cath. And indeed, were
he s0 to carry them, it is very doubtful if Heaven would have them, for initiation requires great qudities
of character, and these cannot be learnt save in freedom. The Mysteries dways demand of a man that
he shall be free aswell as of good repute, and thisis not a mere form of words retained from ancient
times, for if aman is of such anature that he passes readily under the domination of afellow-being
without indtinctively resenting the process, he will be very lidble to pass under the domination of beings
who are not his fellows and fal avictim to obsesson.

What isrequired of the neophyte is not a blind obedience but an inteligent comprehengon of
principles. His teacher demands of him that he shal have reached such a degree of sdf-discipline that,
when aprinciple is explained to him, he will immediately be able to put into practice without the bray of
Brother Ass becoming unduly loud. The tests of occultism are based partly on the intelligent application
of principlesto circumstances and partly on character and slamina, and a capacity for blind obedienceis
not going to take an aspirant through these tests.

If thelight that isin him be so dim that he cannot understand the principlesinvolved, he should not be
placed in the position of having to dea with problems beyond his powers. Would you make achild in
the kindergarten swear loyalty to Euclid and obedience to his principles? When he understands the
propositions of Eudlid he will seethat they are sdf-evident. And so it iswith occult principles: they are
natural laws, not arbitrary enactments, and to argue with them is like flogging a dead donkey. If
would-be teachers of occult science would redize that their position is as impregnable as that of an
astronomer, and that they can safely leave arecalcitrant pupil to be dedlt with by the laws he defies,
there would be much lesstalk of schism and rebellion in occult schools. In these matters no man has any
need to take the law into his own hands, whether he be pupil or initiator. Supposing the pupil of an
agtronomer threatened to jump off the earth, would his teacher lock him up in order to save hislife?
Supposing he threatened to do an injury to the moon, would he make him swear a solemn oath to
refrain? The Masters can take care of themsdlves, and if we persist in poking sticksinto the cosmic
whesls, it iswe who get a broken wrist and no thanks for our pains.

If ateacher bases his teaching upon spiritud principles, he can safely leave his pupils to these
principles, whether for reward or punishment. The man who takes his stand upon such principlesisin an
impregnable position and nothing can didodge him. Even if he be a neophyte groping in darkness,
gpiritud principle is the thread that will take him through the [abyrinth; if he releases his hold upon it heis
log; if he maintainsit he can be his own initiator.
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‘Thou shdt love the Lord thy God with dl thy heart and with dl thy soul and with dl thy strength,
and ‘Him only shdt thou serve'; the function of teacher, intiaor, fraternity, or order, isto bring you to
God, not to take the place of God and demand your loydty. ‘Only follow me so far as| follow the
Maders, said H. P B., and she spoke as atrue initiator. All white occultists tell you never to surrender
your will; they should dso tell you never to surrender your judgment. The teacher who asks you to
fallow blindly is no more training you than a mathematician who uses the same method. If a suggestion
does not gppedl to your reason and conscience, rgect it. Those who climb high are subject to greeat
temptations, and we never know when the vertigo of the heights may seize even the greetest; there are
matters in which onlookers often see most of the game, and the wayfaring man, though afool, may
sometimes form a clearer judgment than those whose eyes are blinded by too much light.

Questions of principle have nothing to do with the intellect, they concern character; and however
little you may know of occultism, you are competent to decide a question of principle by the guidance of
your conscience, which, for you, isthe voice of the Magter.
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11.
The Right and Left-Hand Paths

The distinction between White and Black occultism is not as easy to draw as the naive and
inexperienced would like to believe. In order to understand it, it is necessary to define the esoteric
concept of evil.

If we compare the teaching of the Old and New Testament we shdl find that under the Old
Digpensation life was regulated by innumerable minutely detailed regulations which told aman exactly
what to do in any given circumstances. These regulaions, being detailed and precise, were indadtic,
and, as conditions of socid life changed, became ingpplicable; they gave no ingructions concerning
matters that greatly needed regulation, and obsolete laws remained irksome and needless restrictions.
For the interpretation and application of the Mosaic Law were developed hosts of scribes and
commentators who by the exercise of great ingenuity and much stretching of the meaning of words,
succeeded in maintaining them as amore or less workable system. When the Magter Jesus came,
however, He said: ‘Behold anew commandment give | unto you: and in some two dozen words He
gave the principles underlying the Law and the Prophets. He said: ‘ Thou shdt love the Lord thy God
with dl thy heart and with al thy soul and with dl thy mind and with dl thy strength. . . and thy neighbour
as thysdf.’—This is a comprehensve statement which sophistry cannot elude and which can serve asa
guidein dl imaginable circumstances. It is a measuring-rod which, upon whatever plane we may be
functioning will aways give true measure. We can goply it to our dedings with dementds aswdl as
men, with the loftiest intelligences and the most debased of evil spirits. It isarule of conduct which never
falsus

In estimating externa conditions, however, we need some further guidance, and hereinitis
impossible to gpply a standard ruling; athing which may be right under one circumstance may be wrong
under another; a thing which may be right for one person may be wrong for another; thereisno Levitica
Code which can be applied to the infinite variety of the problems on the Peth.

The initiate takes as standard, not an ethica foot-rule, but movement and direction. He measures all
things againgt the current of evolution. He asks of any given action or set of circumaances: Is it moving
in the same direction as evolution, and is its pace faster or dower than the norma tide? And he will
judge relaive rightness or wrongness by the answers to these two questions.

For ingtance, he might consider the work and teachings of some narrow and bigoted sect, and ask
himsdlf: Can | condemn these people who are so obvioudy full of good intentions? And if he saw that
they darkened the human spirit and prevented it from reaching the stature of manhood which it normally
attains, he would judge that sect to be moving a a dower pace than the current of evolution, even
though going in the same direction, and therefore not to be beneficid to man or God.

Or again, he might study some unorthodox teaching on mordlity, and, wanting to discover itstrend,
view it in the light of biology, and find it to be a deviation from the line by which life has come; he would
then declare that, athough it might be progressing a a greater speed and producing changes more
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rgpidly than the dow amdioration of human conscience, yet it was not moving towards the god of
Divine Union, but diverging at agreater or lesser angle from the path of norma advance as determined
by prolonging the line by which the race has come. He would then condemn it as out of alignment with
evolution.

Or, findly, he might find that different standards prevailed in societies and among men of different
dtates of development. If he were to assess them justly he would have to take into consideration the step
of the evolutionary ladder upon which they stood, for principles have to be gpplied differently at
different stages of development, athough themselves unchanging. For ingtance, every primitive man has
to beawarrior and a hunter if heisto do his duty to society, but if the predatory impulses persstin
avilized society they lead to crime; it was noticesble how many habitud criminds distinguished
themsdvesin the war, and the remarkable freedom from crime that prevailed while that outlet was
available for the adventurous impulses of the race. The professond crimina is by no manner of means
invariably aman of ugly temperament or nasty diposition; he will frequently have heroic virtues. Often
he isaman whom dvilization has not suited and who isin rebelion againg the cramping conditions of
modern life. Had he been the citizen of afrontier colony he might have made good and achieved
diginction. He is evil because he is out of date. The impulses which actuate him have ceased to serve a
socid purpose. Heis atavidtic, a ‘throwback’ to primitive conditions.

These principles enable us to estimate the Right- and Left-hand Peths and Black and White
Occultism. The Right-hand Peth is that which prolongs the line of evolution and leads by the most direct
route to its godl; it is the shortest route between the stage a which a man has arrived when he hears the
Cadll, and Divine Union. It will therefore be seen that no one particular route can be laid down as the true
Path or system by which every man must come. * The ways to God are as many as the breaths of the
sons of men.’ It is the directness or indirectness of the route that counts.

And again, with regard to Black Occultism, it isimpossible to labe any operation as at dl times and
under dl circumstances definitdy Black or definitely White; dl we can say is, that under certain
circumstancesit is black or white. Dirt has been defined as misplaced matter, and evil can be defined as
misplaced force. Force can be misplaced intime or in space. A thing may beright at onetime which is
wrong at another. Black Occultism, then, may be defined as misplaced force or out-of-date methods.

The question of out-of-date initiatory methods has been dedt with in an earlier chapter, but we must
now take up the question again from the standpoint of the actua training of an aspirant asgivenin an
occult school. Let the aspirant picture himsdf as standing a the lowest point of an dlipse whose highest
point is God; on his|eft stretches up the path by which he has descended into matter; on hisright
gretches up the path by which he will return to Spirit. Should he turn and retrace his geps dong the
path by which he has come, he would be treading the Left-hand Path; should he press on by the path
which evolution will ultimately follow, he would be following the Right-hand Peath. By either route he can
rise upon the planes, and if he has achieved mastery of a plane by the Right-hand Path, he will be
Master of both its agpects, primitive and evolved; he will, however, have to be careful to keep both its
agpectsin ther right places, but they will not be forbidden to him any longer.

Let ustry to make this clear by an example. Supposing without initiation he tried to penetrate into the
higher consciousness with the help of drugs; their action would be to put in abeyance the higher faculties
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of the mind, thereby enabling the primitive powers of direct psychic perception to function unchecked,
he would indeed penetrate to the astrd plane, but would find himsef initslimbo, or purgatoria aspect.
Should he open the astrd senses by the true initiatory methods of the development and extension of
consciousness, he would equally obtain access to the astrd plane, but into another sphere of it. Should
he, however, successfully penetrate that sphere, he would find that when he had achieved mastery over
it so that he could move about fregly in consciousness thereon, he was able aso to penetrate its hels.
This power, however, he would never use save for the purpose of ‘ preaching to the spiritsin prison’.
The methods of entering the hells may be used by the Black magician who desires to obtain control over
the spirits and employ them for his own evil purposes, and by the White occultist who desires to redeem
asoul that may have been drawn into one of the hells, therefore it cannot be said that these formulae are
definitely evil and should never on any account be used.

Thereislittle doubt that evolution has reached the stage when form is beginning to be laid aside ‘ For
as we rise the symbols disappear’. The legitimate scope of ritua magic at the present timeis limited; it is
rightly used for dealing with certain occult pathologies, especidly those which originate in the witchceraft
of the padt, but it is not athing to be played with for experimental purposes. Nevertheless, a knowledge
of itsmodus operandi and principles is necessary to the neophyte who is opening up the psychic
powers, just as a knowledge of swvimming is essentid to anyone who goesin for boating. The student
may be working aong lines of spiritua development which do not employ ritua magic, but should an
accident occur—and initigion is not fool- proof—he will be precipitated into the sphere whererritud
magic operates, and it isthe only thing which will extricate him.

The occult powers should be looked upon as alamp to show the Path to the aspirant, but not asa
beacon for him to steer by. They can guide him safdy through the unexplored hinterland of the human
mind, and without such guidance heis very likely to go adtray; but if he turns aside and builds himsdlf a
house in the redlm of occultism, he will have quitted the Path. His god is on the heights of Spirit, not in
the jungles of mind, but as he must traverse the jungles of mind, he needs equipment for the journey
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12.
Seeking the Master

The higtory of initiation has been touched on very briefly, dl too briefly, no doubt, for the generd
reader unversed in the elements of the subject; it isintended for students, not for propaganda, and the
rudiments are taken for granted. It is designed to indicate the way of approach to the Western branch of
the great Esoteric Tradition for those who, having made acquaintance with as much of the Secret
Wisdom as can be given out publicly, are desirous of continuing their studies in the deeper aspects of
the subject.

For this pursuit industry and intellect are not enough; certain conditions of character and certain
attitudes of mind are required, and the would-be student must discipline and develop his nature as well
as pursue his researches. The Higher SAIf isthefirdt initiator, none other can put us in touch with the
Unseen Madters, and the preiminary work has to be performed subjectively.

It is often asked whether it be possible for initiation to take place without the conscious mind being
aware of the experience. To this question the answer isin the negative. Initiation involves the unification
of the higher and lower consciousnesses and therefore cannot obvioudy take place without awareness,
or if it could would serve no useful purpose. This, a any rate, istrue of the Western Esoteric Tradition
wherein the degrees confer actual occult powers which have to be demondtrated to the satisfaction of
the magus before the pupil can go on to the higher grades. Whether the same be true of the Eastern
Tradition the writer cannot say, not being an initiate of that Tradition, but the evidence points to the
same date of affairs prevailing therein, and to the possession of the Siddhis, or occult powers, by all
genuineinitiates of that Tradition. A different sate of affairs, however, arises when asoul incarnated in a
Western body seeks, while resdent in a Western country and without actual contact with an Eastern
Guru, to take an Eagtern initiation. In such a case it might be quite possible that awareness of the
experience would not succeed in penetrating the physical vehicle. It would then be held, however, that
such an experience was only partia, and it would certainly not confer the Siddhis, or Powers of the
Degree. Itsfruits might be regped in ancther incarnation, but hardly in this one. Thereforeit isthat the
initiates of the West have dways held that Western methods must be used for Western people, and they
have never been denied to suitable applicants, nor yet to any group or society that came with clean
hands seeking the contacts. The grest Western Esoteric Tradition is aliving force; the Western Way is
an open road trodden by countless feet, and al who seek it can find it.

The Magter is aware of the existence of the pupil, and may even have begun the preliminary training
before the pupil is sufficiently psychic to be aware of the presence of the Master. The preiminary
training can indeed go on without awareness on the part of the pupil. The invocation that summoned the
Master may have been forgotten; the quest, though till desired, regarded with despair, and the seeker
believe that he has cried to ears that were too remote for hearing or even do not exist; and yet the work
may be going steadily forward upon his higher sdif, beyond the range of brain consciousness. Let him
not despair, but keep on with his aspiration, and in due course he shdl regp if he fall not. Day by day the
higher consciousnessis being pushed nearer and nearer to the threshold; the great forces that the
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Madters let loose upon the soul that opens itsdlf to them isfilling its depths like a spring flowing into a
reservoir; dowly the waters gather head behind the barrier that separates subconsciousness from
consciousness, and when the time is ripe the initiator lays his hand upon the lever that operates the
duices and the water flows in its gopointed channd.

The operation, therefore, is atwofold one, and is performed upon two planes smultaneoudy, just as
atunne through amountain is bored from both ends at once. And just asin the driving of atunnd, it
depends upon the sKkill of the engineers and the accuracy of their instruments whether the two cuttings
shal meet or miss each other in the depths of the mountain, so it depends upon the psychologica skill of
the teacher as to whether the two lines of development shal meet or miss each other in the depths of the
agpirant’ s subconsciousness. His duty it is to see that the training of the personality and conscious mind
shall be conducted in such away that the crooked places shdl be made straight and the Path of the Soul
be brought into dignment with the Path of the Power of the Spirit descending like alightning-flash. If this
be not done, the junction between the two Paths may have to be effected by means of just such an
S-bend as disfigured one of the earlier Alpine tunnds. Such atwigting of the path of power isdwaysa
source of danger, for it isthe tendency of any force to go straight on, and it may fail to take the bend.
Such aforce, ploughing atrack through consciousness and oversetting dl that liesin its course, is known
to occultists as atort, and is the cause of many pathologies of both mind, morals and body. The risk of
such an occurrence is greetly lessened when the Path is trodden under the guidance of ardiable teacher.
He will know the angle of incidence of the initiatory force and can ingtruct his pupil how to bring his sate
of consciousnessinto dignment with it.

How shdl he who has glimpsed the possibility of the Great Work find a Magter who shdl train him
for its performance? Thisis the supreme question for the earnest seeker. But remember this: treading the
Peth is very different from studying the map. The map may be studied by lamplight &t the fireside, the
Path is trodden out in the wind and darkness of the barren places of the soul; for the Path iswithin, and
leads from brain consciousness, through subconsciousness, to superconsciousness. It is, nevertheless,
by no manner of means subjective, and it is concerning the objective aspect of the quest that the student
will no doubt be curious.

Let us consder the spiritud history of one who sets out on the quest, and note the stages through
which he will pass.

Firgt there comes the formulation of the concept; he conceives theidea of initiation and the ideal of
the Master’ s service and desires to make his dedication. But is desire enough? Yes, itisenough if it is
strong enough and long enough; if it continues unwavering and unshaken through dl the testing of the
soul that shdl try itsfibre, through the purgation that shdl purify it for the Magter’ s contacting and
through the tail of the training that shdl fit it for the Magter’ s service if the desire for initiation continue
unwavering through dl this, it shdl bring the pupil to the feet of the Magter.

But how few achieve or even redlize the strength of the desire that is needed to bring about initiation.
The beautiful Eagtern tradition tells of the Master who held his chela under water till he was
half-drowned, and told him that when he desired light as fervently as he desired air he would receive it;
and the Western story tells of the man who sold dl he had in order to buy the pearl of grest price. He
who sets foot upon the Path may take nothing with him; naked are we born into the world, and naked
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we pass out of it into the higher consciousness. The *heavenly homesick’ are many, but those who will
endure the divine journey are few. It isimpossble to make the best of both worlds, for where our
treasure is there will our heart be aso.

It isonly those for whom the lugt of the flesh and the desire of the eyes and the pride of life have
ceased to have any sgnificance who will essay the Peth that leads to the heights, and for them the
journey will not be hard, because they trave light. He who goes empty-handed treads easily; it isthe
great burden of egoistica necessities that renders the way toilsome

Presently there comes to the soul a bitter period of conflict. It has glimpsed the divine ided, it has
drunk of the living waters of the spirit, and these have begotten in it a thirst which cannot be daked upon
earth; having known redity, it cannot find rest in gppearances, and yet it has not exhausted the delights
of matter. It is best that such a one should serioudy count the cost before embarking upon the Grest
Quest and calling upon the Masters for aid in his search. For the Magters will take him at hisword if he
invokes them, and cause him to pass through the flame of circumstance so that al dross may be purged
from his character; but if the core of his nature be poor in spiritud metd, the conflagration thus caused
will generate such heet that the gold will fuse and run, and the form of that man be log. Itisthe
desireless man aone who passesinto the Greeat Freedom, and when one who is ruled by desires essays
the passage, these desires, being torn up by the roots, cause the soul to bleed. It is better that aripening
of the spirit should be achieved so thet it parts with its fleshly desires naturdly by outgrowing them,
rather than do violence to the ingtincts of nature. It is not the suppression but the outgrowing of desires
that we should seek; ripe fruit parts readily from the stem, and the man who has learned the lessons that
life teaches will pass on without repining. An incomplete, abortive experience of lifeis not agood
foundation for illumination.

Initiation cannot be obtained in less than three incarnations of seadily directed effort. In the firgt
incarnation the soul conceives the ideal and nursesit in secre, fulfilling al the duties of humanity in
humility and patience, thus building character; in the second incarnation the soul undergoes testing and
purgation and has to mest its karma—this is sometimes spoken of as the seed incarnation; and in the
third incarnation it rapidly recapitulates the development atained in the other two and is ready for the
Peth.

Each individud who concelvestheided of initiation has to ascertain whether consciousnessis being
awakened for the firgt time, or whether memory is returning from the depths of the subconsciousness
after the inter-natal deep; it is here that the advice of ateacher who can read the Records is very
necessary, for an imagination fired by the lust of adventure or the spirit of emulation may lead the
aspirant grievoudy astray, causing him to venture in out of his depth. 1t may aso happen that the
previous preparatory life may not have fulfilled its purpose and the preparation thus be incomplete; the
work has then to be done over again before further advance can be made. Findly, there are many souls
who have been initiated in the past but have been led adtray or falled in atest, and must then laborioudy
climb back up the ground that has been lost; such souls are often psychic but have no knowledge of
occultism; the subtle senses that have been developed may remain, but the contacts are broken and the
memories obliterated by the Master who has been betrayed; for these the Peath is forbidden until
expiaion has been completed and the wrong redressed; their own ingtinct is the best guide in this matter
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for they will know with an unerring certainty when the invisble barrier is down and they are freeto go
forward.

The aspiration of the soul for initiation should be formulated and held with an unswerving
determination; it should be meditated upon and brooded over in the night watches, and every action of
the waking hours dedicated to the perfecting of character and the service of humanity, and, through it, of
the Magters; but the soul should wait in humility for psychic experiences, not seeking to project itself out
into the astra spaces where it has neither guide, chart nor compass. In due season, when thetime is
ripe, it shal indeed travel the astral ways, but under the care of aguide, and not alone.

The Masters receive souls as pupils, not for the benefit of the soul, but for the benefit of the Great
Work; amanisnot trained for the sake of his curiosity or enthusiasm, but only in o far asheis of vdue
asasarvant; it isfor this reason that a salfless desire to serve is the surest path to the Master; no one
who desires knowledge or power for its own sake ever succeeds in obtaining the innermost essence of
it. He may become amagician, or an astra seer, or even possess deep intuitiona wisdom, but the
goiritud Light of the Innermost is unlit. Let us make no mistake, it is the Spirit which isthe god of the
quest; dl dseisameansto an end, dl ese an gppearance, not aredlity; and though appearances may
not necessarily be delusive, but rather a true and accurate symbolism and system of correspondences,
they cannot satisfy the hunger of the piritua nature after the Spirit of God. The astral body functions on
the astral plane, and the menta body wakes to consciousness on the mentad plane when it receives its
initiation, but the spiritua body must needs wake to the world of Spirit before the seven-fold menis
completed. Neither mentdity nor emotion will satisfy the needs of the spirit.

In Union with the Divine, which the Western esotericist conceives of as being the supreme initietion,
the Spark of Divine Spirit, which is to man what the grain of sand isto the pearl, wakes into
consciousness within the fully-formed sixth-plane body of concrete spirit; thisisthefirg of the cosmic
initiations, because the Divine Spark, being metaphoricaly speaking of the Plane of God, has passed
beyond the Ring Pass-not of the projected universe into the noumena Cosmos where the consciousness
of the Gresat Entity dwdlls.

This supreme spiritua ided must never be lost Sight of in dl the long course of the Path: it doneisthe
god, for nothing dse can give the find and full completion. Neither astrd sight nor magica powers are
ends in themselves, but rather subserve the ends of the Adept, who, unless he has aso the powers of
the spirit, is but as sounding brass and atinkling cymbal; but yet, if he have the things of the spirit and
have not these aso, he must needs be of those who wait in subjective bliss for the end of the Day of
Manifedtation, for without the Powers of the Planes he cannot return to help humanity on its upward
path; he must be amagician if heis going to be aMaster, for without the occult arts he cannot pass from
planeto plane. Thisis avery important point and one to be serioudy considered in the choice of an
esoteric school or teacher.

Let us now condder the actud stagesin the training of the seeker who, having formulated atrue
idedl, has caused hislight to shine forth in the dark places of the world. By thinking of the Masterswe
atract thelr attention, and it is unbdievably easy to establish a magnetic link with those who are dways
more ready to give than we are to receive; and if any one, after thinking about the Magters and
formulating awish to be accepted as a pupil, finds that the circumstances of his life are beginning to
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blow up for storm, he will know that his application has been accepted and that the preiminary tests
have begun. At every point in hislife he will be tested for freedom from desire. Now it must not be
thought that the service of the Masters necessarily means bankruptcy and bereavement; a man may have
vast wedth and yet the things that money can buy may mean <0 little to him that he never troubles to buy
them, leading alife of great amplicity and using the whole of his vast resources in sdfless service, asking
neither reward nor thanks. Such aone would fed reief rather than loss were he deprived of hisfortune.
But if there is one who, even with the narrowest means, clings desperately to his dender security, he will
be tested by financid loss until he redizesthat, if we take the Master at His word and seek firgt the
Kingdom of Heaven and its righteousness, dl these things are added unto us.

The Madgter Jesusis the Master of Compassion, and His Kingdom is the Kingdom of Love, but if we
love any cresture or thing with a purdly persond love, alove that enjoys the sensation of loving rather
than the good of the beloved, we shdl surely be tested by the withdrawa of the thing desired. But if we
love with alove so completely sdfless that we would stand aside without a pang if the beloved one
might thereby receive a greater good than it isin our power to bestow, then we love with the Greater
Love which shal not be taken away, neither can height nor depth nor any other cresture sunder us from
the object of our love.

Do not let it be thought that in the sacrifices of the Path any duty has to be put asde; it is not duties,
but desires that have to be foregone. Every legitimate duty has to be fulfilled, not evaded, and every
human debt paid before we are free to enter upon the dedication which the sudy of the Secret Wisdom
involves. There are, however, many ways to the Masters of Wisdom, and one of them is the path of the
Hearth-fire, whereby through the fulfilling of household duties in love, initiation is won. The sacred duties
of the home are the steps on the Path, and it often fallsto the lot of those who in past incarnations have
pursued knowledge for its own sake rather than for service that they should follow this discipline. Let
these dedicate themsdlvesto it asto the Master, but using dl leisure to study faithfully and provide the
necessary basis of knowledge, and let their motto be:

Earn the meansfirgt, God surely will contrive
Usefor our earning,

Wherever the soul findsitsdf, from that point must it sart upon itsjourney; no one can stand in the
shoes of another. The soul must dways ‘make good' on that which liesto its hand before it enters upon
the Path. If that soul finds itsaf asa clerk or a cook, it must become an efficient clerk or agood cook;
the Magters have as little use for incompetence as they have for sn, and if we are incompetent in the
discharge of any section of our undertakings, a substratum of weakness will underlie the whole nature,
and the tests of the Path will find it out.

In due course the time will come when the seeker, having safely undergone the preliminary tests,
finds the Path proper opening up before him; having made the utmost of the means a his disposal and
exhaugted them, further opportunities are given him. The exhaugtion of materia placed to hand for his
practiceis avery important point in connection with advancement. A seeker may sgh for books beyond
his means, and fed unable to advance in his sudies for lack of them, but has he exhausted the
possibilities of the municipd free library? Or he may desire deep teaching on meditation, but has he
learnt to keep his head during the rush hours of his business? All these things are used by the Magters as

51



Dion Fortune Esoteric Orders and Their Work

discipline, and They observe the proficiency of the pupil in these things before They advance him, and
one of the surest testsis the tidiness of the room a person occupies and the orderly conduct of his
affairs, an occultist needs an even temper and an iron nerve, and there are few waks in life that cannot
be made to afford opportunities for the development of the essential preliminaries.

All having been done, then, that the seeker can do in solitude, the Star Lodge under which his Peth is
being taken dlots him a Guide. The office of Guide is one of the firgt that isfilled by asoul that has
advanced beyond incarnation in matter. After the last death of the body of one who has dedicated
himsdf to the service of the Magters, the newly-liberated soul is employed in the greast humanitarian
work that goes on on the astrd plane; thiswork iswell known to dl engaged in spiritudistic research,
and need not be entered into in detail in these pages, and the office of Guide is one of its sub-divisons.

A guide acts as messenger between the Master and the pupil, conveying indruction by means of
telepathic suggestion to the consciousness of the soul in his care; he o has the task of protecting his
charge during his first expeditions on to the inner planes, safeguarding him during the difficult moments of
trangtion from one plane to another and supporting him until he has learnt skill in making the trangtion
through the states of consciousness.

For a period varying from afew months to severa years the relaion of Guide and seeker continues,
and by the end of it they are aswell acquainted with each other as any other pair of friends. Guides are
smply human beings of alofty type who have not got physicd bodies, and the persondity isthat of the
last incarnation. A time may come, however, when the Guide is ready to advance to higher work but the
seeker isnot yet ready for the next stage; a new Guide will then be dlotted to him and the other will
withdraw, though he may from time to time visit his erswhile charge, for these friendships of the inner
planes are just asred asthose of the earth-plane

When the time comes, however, that the pupil is able to come and go between the planes with
confidence and sureness and can himsalf receive the commands of his Magter, he no longer needs the
help of his Guide, who is then withdrawn for other work.

Many souls are trained entirely from the inner planesin this way, but there are others which do not
S0 readily develop psychism, and for them another method is used. The Guide will act as go-between
from the pupil who isto be trained to another servant of the same Master who has aready been trained
in the physical body, and will place the student under ateacher. Now ateacher is not a master, and no
one worthy of the name would daim thetitle: his function is to inform the pupil, not to dominate him.

An occult student isin as much need of protection during the early stages of his training as a hermit
crab that has left one shell to search for another, otherwise he will develop nerve trouble and exhaustion;
these complaints are not a sine qua non of occult development, neither do they show the spiritudity of
the nature, but are aSgn of faulty training; they do not redound to the credit of the student but to the
discredit of the teacher. No occult work should be attempted by a person in a devitdized or unbaanced
condition; everything must be put aside until he has recovered his physica fitness, and it is the duty of
the teacher to look after the physical condition of the pupil as carefully as after his spiritua condition.

The teacher knows the pupil by the sedl of the Master which is stamped on the aura just above the
head, but how isthe pupil to know the teacher and be sure that he is not in the hands of a charlatan?
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Firgly because the teacher will ask him for no money for hisingruction. Thisisthe supreme test of an
occult teacher and effectudly rules out the mercenary. A man, however, may be wdl-intentioned and
idedligtic, but neverthdess afoal; how is the pupil to know that he is not getting into the hands of an
incompetent? He must exercise the same care and discretion as he would in transacting any important
business matter on the physicd plane; he must make enquiries as to the reputation and record of the
person into whose hands he proposes to commit his spiritua life. He must observe closely the character,
outlook and type of the members of the group by whom the teacher is surrounded, for here will be seen
the clearest indication of the nature of the teaching given, and it is an indication that cannot lie. * By thelr
fruits ye shdl know them.” And the wayfaring man, though afool, knows the fruits of the Spirit when he
sees them. Purity and peace, a sane mind in a sound body; charity of thought and action as well as of
gpeech and printing; order and cleanliness of both mind and environment; fair deding and the
honourable meseting of obligations; and, above dl, the smple kindliness that sweetens human
intercourse, ‘againgt these thereisno law’ but where these are lacking beware.

Occult training should build nobility of character and balance of mind. If it fallsto do thisthereis
something amiss. What shdl it profit aman if he sees the heavens open and lose his reason? It is better
to have five senses and sanity than psychismand alack of baance. A teacher of any system of occult
training can only be judtified by results. Good intentions may serve to protect the individua who ventures
into the Unseen in search of knowledge for himsdf, but they are not sufficient equipment for the one
who undertakes to train another.

Some cry ‘Peace, peace’, where there is no peace, refusing to see signs of mentd and physica
deterioration in their pupils, and regarding the symptoms of nervous tension as incipient psychism.
Unskilled in the processes of the mind, they fail to recognize dissociation and hdlucination when they see
them, regarding abnorma phenomena as evidence of unfolding powers. Seership is an integration of the
individudity, not adisntegration of the personaity. The great problem that dways besets the seer isthe
problem of synthesi's, the maintenance of open communications between the higher and lower sdif, and
the trandation of the abstract into the concrete so that it may be assmilable by consciousness; and no
system of training which tends to loosen the cohesion of the persondity can produce satisfactory results.

Other teachers, accustomed to operate an ineffectud system, suddenly lose their heads when an
exceptionaly sengtive pupil beginsto get results and naturaly turns to them for explanation and
guidance. Not being sendtive themselves, they are unable to sense what the pupil senses, and if dl does
not go smoothly (and under such circumstancesit is not very likely to go smoothly), they become
panic-stricken and drop the pupil like ahot cod. The condition of such aoneis deplorable, and
generdly endsin severe breskdown or even insanity. The condition of such ateacher isnot less
deplorable, though the karmic results may not manifest so quickly.

Every trueinitiator knows that he has to share in the karma that shdl be generated by any pupil he
trains, if that pupil makes good use of his knowledge and does well, the initiator is thereby advanced; a
highly evolved group is of incalculable value to any occultist, hence the folly of withholding advancement
out of jealousy. On the other hand, the abuse of occult power has a disastrous effect not only on the
person who doesiit, but on the group in which he was trained. Just as the pupil should be careful in
placing himself in the hands of ateacher, so the teacher has just as great need to be careful in the
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acceptance of a pupil, and the gpplicant must be prepared to submit to tests before he istrusted. He
should be wary of the ever-open door; those who have treasures guard them.

He must remember, however that the teacher cannot reved his system to the uninitiated, and the
more he knows the less he will be inclined to tell, and even the most cautious must be prepared to teke
something on trust; but if, consdering the teacher, he feds that he desires to become even as he, then he
will be sefe in enralling himsdlf. But if, after congidering the teacher, he feds that he must rgject the
character while absorbing the knowledge, he will be very unwise to have any dedings at dl with that
person, because he will find that in actual practice he is unable to maintain the distinction.

A man may teach natura science without any congderations of persona character entering into the
metter, but not so with occult science. The essence of occult training does not lie in what is taught, but in
the influences that emanate from the teacher and gradudly tune the pupil to higher and higher vibrations.
The teacher has to tranamit the forces of the Magter until the pupil becomes en rapport with that
Madter: it isin thisthat the red vaue of the training lies, not in the information that is communicated;
everybody teaches much the same things, some allittle more, some alittle less; there is no greet
divergence between the different schools, but there is an immense difference in their respective vitdity
and purity.

If ateacher has evil or unsublimated aspects in his own nature, these agpects will put him in touch
with the corresponding potencies in the unseen world, and when he seeks to bring through the force of
his Master, he will be working on amixed contact, and the results for the pupil will be good and evil
inextricably blended. Under such circumstances the teacher tends more and more to be dissociated
from his Magter, and is therefore working upon afaling tide, and as the higher forcesfail, the lower
come more into evidence. Such aoneis an exceedingly dangerous acquaintance for anyonewhoisa dl
sengtive,

However strong he may fed himsdlf to be, no pupil may hope to be stronger than his teacher, for if
the latter does not know more than he, why go to him? Never believe that you will be able to sort out
the wheset from the tares before the harvest. If the teacher isaman of impure life you cannot fail to be
involved in impurity; if he be unscrupulous, you will be sacrificed to hislove of power or gain.

To stand by the teacher through good and ill report isindeed atest, but to condone evil action is not;
the test in such acaseis of a contrary nature. Are you prepared to lose your chance of initiation rather
than receive it from unclean hands? Are you prepared to refuse the Waters of Lifeif they are polluted
with dirt? On the answer to these questions much depends. Is it the test that you should swallow the dirt
for the sake of the teaching? Or isit that you should rgect the opportunity on account of the dirt?
Follow your ingtinct. It will lead you to the place where you belong.

But remember this: no one has the power to give you initiation or deny it to you; as soon asyou are
entitled to it you claim it by right, not by grace. If one channel closes, another will open up. Claim your
initiation from the Magters, not from any Lodge, Fraternity, or Order upon the physica plane; and
athough the vote of such an assembly has the power to close any particular Lodge to you, it has not the
power to close the Order if that Order be atrue occult fraternity, for in such case the decision does not
rest with those upon this plane, but with those upon the Inner Planes whence the Order derivesits
power. If those who are the guardians of the gates on the physical side persistently deny access to those
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to whom it is due, the stream of force issuing through those gates will be deflected to another channdl, a
bare and boulder-strewn bed will lie where there once had been a navigable course, and the Waters of
Lifewill flow esewhere; but the Waters of Life will not cease to flow because human judgment declares
them private. No seeker after truth need fear human judgment; the issue lies between him and his
Master and none other. If he fit himsdlf for initiation he will recaive it, if not from one hand, then from
another, and if he were not ready for it the greatest Adept in the cosmos would be unable to bestow it
on him.

Never hesitate to take your stand boldly upon a principle in occult matters, for you are dedling in
principles, and if you take not your stand upon these, where shdl you set your foot and find it firm?
Expediency is amost dangerous double-edged weapon; never risk it. In al moments of difficulty and
danger, rise on to ahigher plane, and in spiritua principles find the solution of astrd difficulties. Never
be guided by anybody’ s opinion in seeking the solution of an occult problem. Look within, and seek to
hear the till small voice of conscience, for it shdl be to you the Voice of the Master. But before so
listening, invoke the Master, and ring yoursdf about with the sacred circle of His power, drawing it in
the air with your finger while invoking the Name; for there is such as thing as telepathic suggestion, and if
you have reason to believe that thisis at work, if you find ideas obtruding themsaves in your mind which
would not normally find tolerance there, then you would do well to conduct the meditation thet shall
make clear your path in achurch where the Blessed Sacrament is reserved, for into that Presence and
potency can come nothing that maketh alie.
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13.
The Choice of an Occult School

For those of highly developed will and consciousnessit is possible to obtain access to the source of
the Secret Wisdom by purely intuitiona and meditative methods, but a considerable degree of
advancement in these methods is necessary before thisis possible. There are many, however, who have
asncere desire for such knowledge, and who have aready achieved the development of character
which entitles them to recaive it, but who cannot obtain it owing to alack of the necessary technique of
consciousness which renders it ble to purely meditative methods. For these there exists a school
of training which, although it does not claim to open the gate of the unseen worlds, can show where that
gate isand give the key that will unlock it when the pupil has trodden the path that brings him to it. More
than this no one can do, unless he chooses to make use of drugs and hypnosis and pay the price that
these exact.

As has dready been said: ‘ The waysto God are as many as the breaths of the sons of men'. There
are seven known Peths, though not dl are in function as Ways of Initiation at the present time, and upon
each Path are many schools. The choice of a school depends upon temperament, for al those that are
not of the Left-hand Path teach an aspect or degree of the eternd Truth which isuniversdly valid. A
school of esotericism usudly arises in connection with some specid redlization of the Truth, which it
sometimes stresses beyond its due proportion to life asawhole, but there will never be found any
teaching which has the power to hold together abody of earnest seekers which has not a spark of the
divinefire a its heart; therefore respect should be given to al who seek in sincerity, however far from
the god they may appear to be, and all who are engaged in the great Quest should rather try to seethe
visgon which abrother has glimpsad than the specid errorsto which he hasfdlen avictim.

No enunciaion of the Truth will ever be complete, no method of training will ever be suitable to al
temperaments, no one can do more than mark out the little plot of Infinity which he intends to cultivate,
and thrust in the spade, trugting that the soil may eventudly be fruitful and free from weeds so far asthe
bounds he has set himself extend; but athough labour is essentid to any enterprise, it is God who giveth
the increase. A fraternity which has no illumination save the ingpiration of its founder islimited by the
capacity of his persondity and will be a burnt-out cinder when the persondlity is withdrawn. An esoteric
schoal differsfrom dl other schoolsin the fact that though, like them, its wisdom may be sored in its
library, its power liesin its contacts with the Inner Worlds, and unless it has these contacts it cannot give
its pupils the power to put theory into practice. All schoals of the Right-hand Path teach the same
principles, but they differ very much in their power to apply them. Some maintain that it should be
enough for us to know the theory, and that to attempt its practica gpplication is a dangerous
presumption; others maintain that al experienceis purdly subjective. This, of course, may be true for the
pupils of these schools, but there is no need for those foxes which have tails to cut them off.

Unless the sudy of esoteric science yields fruits of practica application it is unworthy of the pursuit
of any serious-minded person, and unless these fruits be the fruits of the spirit it is unworthy of the study
of any spiritualy-minded person. Man has four aspects—physica, emaotiond, intellectud and
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spiritud—and any method of training should take account of al four if it isto produce that balance of
nature which aone can give gability. Psychiam is often unfortunately associated with ingtability, but
nothing but stability and fortitude are compatible with the exercise of the occult powers.

Occultism is not fool-proof; it makes heavy demands upon the spiritua stamina of those who elect to
study it, but if pursued under the right conditions it can be productive of good without any inevitable
dloy of evil. It isno pursuit for ether the weak or the timorous, however pure their intentions may be,
neither isit awholesomeinterest for theimmeature; as maturity isametter of individua development, itis
difficult to draw ahard and fast line, but the writer never cares to see anyone under the age of
twenty-five taking an interest in these subjects. The first quarter-century of life should be given to the
physica plane; if atention isturned to the inner planes prematurdly, it tends to withdraw energy from the
outer planes before the full development of brainconsciousness has been attained, and that person will
have insufficient power of extroverson, and a tendency to become permanently introvert, whereas the
properly trained occultist should maintain a balanced rhythm between the two aspects of consciousness.

Bdanceisthe keynote of dl true esoteric training; to theill-balanced nature the higher wisdom is
nothing but a danger; stability is as necessary as purity upon the Path. A sengtiveisavery different kind
of person from an occultist; and the type of training which will develop a sendtive is very different from
that which is employed to train an occultist. Those who adventure into the unseen worlds may be
divided into three classes, sengtives, mydtics, and occultigs. Sendtives are of the negative or purely
receptive aspect of the higher consciousness; they are passive, affected by that which is externd to the
sdf, without power to contral it; whereas both occultist and mydtic are intensdly active. The powers of a
sengtive should form part of the armoury of afully-trained occultist; he should be able to perceive the
unseen as clearly as can a sendtive, and he should be able upon occasion to act as transmitter of
communications from one plane to another, but he aso needs to be so very much more.

It isamusing to note that, while the occultist decries the spiritudist, the mystic looks askance a the
occultigt; yet amydtic is smply an introvert occultist, and the occultist an extrovert mygtic. Both am a
the same goal, though they seek it by different methods. The difference between them is of
temperament, not of ided. When the scientific temperament approaches the Unseen, it chooses to
Occult Path of development, and when the artistic temperament approaches the Unseen, it chooses the
Mystic Path; one progresses through right knowing and the other through right feding, and both meet in
the end. Difference of method should never blind us to unity of aim.

The mydtic pursues a solitary path, even when he isamember of acommunity; hisvisons are for
himsdf done, and he has often buit little power to teach that which he has himsdlf learnt. He reaches the
heights of the spirit and dwells there apart; his experience is a persond one, and cannot be
communicated to others. He is essentidly the artistic temperament working upon the things of the spirit;
cregtive, joyous, and inspiring to those who can appreciate his art because they are akinto himin
nature. Esotericism, without a touch of mystic rapture, would be as drab as a culture that had no place
for the beautiful; but a spiritua culture which is purdly mystica has little relaion to the problems of
humanity and no message for the common man.

Occultism, on the other hand, is of the intellect. The occult path is followed in co-operation with
others, because its heights are achieved by means of group-work and the use of ritud.
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We might well spesk of the mystic art and the occult science; and in so spesking we are reminded
that every art is based upon a science, and every applied science partakes of the nature of an art. The
highest development is atained when the mystic has the knowledge and technique of an occultist, or
when the occultist is a heart a mydtic. The mystic can then express the teachings of the spirit in terms of
the intellect and so render them available for those who have no higher consciousness than that of the
mind; and the occultist who sharesin the things of the spirit will have that ement of devotion in his
nature which is S0 often lacking in those in whom the intdllect is dominant. Without this element the find
gynthesisisimpossible; he will only be as the exoteric philosopher who follows an ever-receding
horizon, because he only studies phenomena by means of the effect they produce upon the senses.
Noumena consciousness, which isthe ultimate am of the esotericig, is only possible to those who can
actudly unite with that which they wish to know. The ultimate object of redizationisthe Logos by
whose fiat dl things are; union with the Divine can only take place through devotion, and union with the
Divineisthe ultimate synthess. To thisdl pathslead, and in thisal amsfind their redization. The mystic
seeks adate of feding in which he shal be at one with God, and the occultist seeks a state of knowing
in which he shdl have a complete redlization of truth; both of these can know God, but neither can know
God in His entirety.
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14.
The Path of Initiation

‘If thelight in thee be darkness, how grest is that darkness. It is the Christ within who isthe First
Initiator. The entrance to the Path is to be sought within, not without, for it is a sate of exdted
consciousness. But once that consciousnessis attained, the Path is objective as well as subjective. Some
teachers declare the Path to be entirdly subjective, saying that the aim of initiation is the perfecting of
man; others teach that initiation is an astral experience; while popular thought often believes than the man
who seeks initiation will find it in some remote district behind high walls. None of these concepts
contains the whole truth, but there is an dement of truth in dl of them.

In order to attain to initiation the ralsing of consciousness to a degree higher than is common among
the average of humanity is necessary Consciousness must not only transcend the five physica senses,
but it must dso transcend ordinary psychismif the experience which is connoted by the term initiation in
these pagesisto be achieved. Initiation is a spiritud, not an astral experience; the candidate shiftsthe
focus of his consciousness from the persondity the unit of incarnation, to the individudity, the immorta
€90, or unit of evolution, and the consciousness of the individudity, being abstract, is able to apprehend
the things of the spirit.

Theinitiate trandfers the focus of his consciousness from the persondlity to the individudity, and
therefore things which are hidden from the ordinary man are perceptible to him. Helivesin an evolution,
not in an incarnation, and consequently dl his vaues are changed. He can see deegply into the redm of
causes, perceiving events brewing on the inner planeslong before they become manifest on the outer;
therefore he has the gift of prophecy. Seeing causes, he can often control them; therefore he gppears to
have magica powers. Operating upon the higher planes, which act as controlling-levels to the lower
planes, he can balance force againgt force by throwing hiswill into the scale, and so change the issue of
events on the physical plane. These thingsiit is which cause the initiate to be regarded as possessed of
magica powers,; but these powers are not of the nature of magic; the initiate achieves his ends by
employing the powers of his higher self on the higher planes, even as does the wayfaring man whose
prayer achieves an answer.

The Path which leads to initiation is the way of life which enables a man to rise above the desires and
limitations of his persondity and live in his higher self, and the experience of initiaion is the transference
of consciousness from the persondity to the individudity.

A man sets foot upon the Path immediately he desiresto do so. Thisisthe first step, and avery
smple one. But it isonly by continuation of desire that he sets one foot before another, which isthe
treading of the Path. It is very few souls who maintain a sufficiently steadfast desire to enable them to
make perceptible progress; but desire, steadily continued, will presently be found to have achieved the
desired aim, and the candidate will be placed in possession of the necessary knowledge to enable him to
make purposive progress and to direct his efforts to a definite end. It isfor this reason that the Masters
found and support such organizations as the Theosophical Society, the Anthroposophical Society, the
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Rosicrucian Fellowship, and many others, lesswell known but not less useful, and to dl such, those who
have seen the dawn should give their support out of gratitude for the light they have themsalves received
and in order that the Path may be made easier for others.

Through the books and lectures of such societies as these the candidate will learn that his dream has
afoundation in fact, and that hisinner urge is founded on atrue indtinct; they will give him amap of the
Peth, though no one but himsdlf can tread it. From them he will learn of the origin of man asadivine
potentidity, of his evolution through the sevenfold experiences of form, and of his ultimate transcendence
of form in the development of the divine actudity; he will learn of the seven planes and the possibilities of
those planes, and he will o learn of the existence of the Magters.

Having learnt of dl these things, having as it were, acquired the theory of esoteric science, how isthe
candidate to trandate that theory into practice? How is he personally to experience that of which he
reads? He can achieve the perception of the astra plane by the use of autohypnoss and drugs, the
method is smple, but the consequences are disastrous to the higher sdf. He can aso bring the astral into
manifestation on the physica plane by the use of magic. The knowledge of these methods, however, is
carefully guarded and not easily obtained, neither may it safely be used by anyone except an Adept.

The way to attain persond knowledge of the higher worlds may easily be told, though it may not so
eadily be practised. The senses of theindividudity can cognize these worlds; if therefore the higher
agpects of man, the spiritua nature and the power of abstract thought, be cultivated until they have
attained a consderable degree of development. and if the focus of consciousness be then shifted from
the persondity, the unit of incarnetion, to the individudity, the unit of evolution, it will be found possble
to further develop these aspects of the nature until the universe shal be apprehended in terms of abstract
thought and spiritud intuition. The shift of the focus of consciousnessis atained by shifting the focus of
desire from the things of the sensesto the things of the spirit. It is not enough that the will should be
directed to a spiritua objective; a stage of development must be reached a which the spontaneous
desires are d 0 directed there. Many would-be initiates make the mistake of thinking that the will to
initigtion is sufficient, but thisis not the case; the mgority of the desires of the nature, both conscious and
subconscious, must be turned away from the things of sense towards the things of spirit; and asthe
subconscious mind contains much that concerns the childhood of the race and tends towards maiter in
its densest forms, it is necessary to extend consciousness far into what is usualy the territory of the
subconsciousness in order to secure the assmilation of the ingtinctive desires to the ams of the spiritua
nature.

In order to achieve this assmilation we must first know oursavesin our most primitive aspects, and
then sublimate those aspectstill they can be assmilated to the persondity; for not until the persondity
has itsdf been integrated can it ddliberately, of its own enlightened volition, seek the fulfilment of itslifein
the ideds of the individudity Thisis the gootheos's of the persondity; it isfor this that the hunger of the
soul isfor ever crying out, for it can find no satisfaction in the things of sense. Union with the divine
aspect of the sdlf, the God within, must precede awareness of the God of the Whole of which it isbut a
part. The spiritua level of man’s nature is but a circumscribed portion of the One Spirit, the All, the
Noumenal aspect of manifestation. For that which isitsef Noumend, or an underlying actudity, there
can be no satisfaction in that which is phenomenal, or of the nature of projected experience. The spark
of the Divine Light, which is the nucleus of the reincarnating ego, or individuaity must associate with its
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equasif it isto know companionship; the spiritua agpect of the herd ingtinct can only achieve
satisfaction through union with Spirit; it has no abiding place in the world of phenomena, and if
consciousness has ever been raised to the gpprehension of spiritud redlities apart from experiencesin
the world of form, it will never again accept anything as vaid which has not a nudleus of such noumend
actudity. Such aredity, once experienced, bringing as it does, the complete satisfaction of life itsdf, not
of any sdtiated gppetite, forms the type of dl future satisfaction and determinesits vdidity. Should such
an experience ever have taken place in the history of the incarnating ego, it will never be forgotten, but
will be carried forward life after life and imprinted upon the subconsciousness of the persondity, the unit
of incarnation, until such time as evolution shdl render it possble for that which is ultra-conscious to be
made conscious.

The firg initiation consgsts of the flash of cosmic consciousness wherein the ego sees with the eyes of
the spirit instead of the eyes of the flesh. Thisis only achieved by exdtation of consciousness, and
comes from within. But such an experience having been known, to reproduce it in any subsequent
incarnation it is only necessary to link consciousness with subconsciousness by means of an
association-chain in order to bring this particular aspect of subconscious content into conscious
awareness. Thisis achieved by means of ritud initiation, and the symbolism of the ritud employed is
designed to carry consciousness aong the appropriate association-chain which shal end in the memory
of the Light of Redlity.

Ritud initiation can do no more than this, but it is sufficient; for in the Greet Light, Masterhood is
comprised. The developed psychic or fully trained magician may become an Adept upon al the planes
of the cube of manifestation, but beyond lies something more, which has its afinities with that which, in
relation to the solar universe, is unmanifest, being Cosmic. No one can be cdled an initiate who has not
experienced cosmic consciousness. To pass through the degrees of the Greater Mysteries without it
may mean no more than a psychic upheava, the eyes being blinded by excess of light which
CONSCiOUSNESS Possesses No symbol to interpret; on the other hand, the neophyte, if properly prepared,
may see the Light behind the symbols and receive illumination.

If the preceding pages are to be understood, they must not be interpreted in their literal or verbal
meaning. Those things which they are intended to describe have no words or images in the language to
represent them. In order to arrive a their meaning the reader must interpret them by means of andogous
experiences of hisown. If he has no analogous experience, he will not receive theimpresson it is
intended to convey, and will not unreasonably account these things foolishness. To such aonel can
offer nothing; evolutionary time must do itswork.
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