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THE proposition that human
beings are created in the image of
God is one of the bedrock prin-
ciples on which Western civiliza-
tion was built. [ts influence can be
detected in most, if not all, of the
West’s greatest achievements,
including representative democ-
racy, human rights, free enterprise,
|l and progress in the arts and sei-

| ences.
4' Yet a little over a century ago,
thig cardinal idea came under
wholesale artack by intellectuals
drawing on the discoveres of
mademn science. Debunking the
raditional conceptions of both Gad
and man, thinkers such as Charles

J Darwin, Karl Marx, and Sigmund

| Freud portrayed humans not as
maoral and spirituzl beings, but as
animals or machines who inhabited
a universe ruled by purely imper-
sonal forces and whose behavior
and very thoughts were dictated by
the unbending forces of biology,
chemistry, and environment. This
materialistic conception of reality
eventually infected virmally every
area of our culture, from politics
and economics to literaure and art.

The cultural consequences of
this triumph of materialism were

i
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devastating. Materialists denied the
existence of objective moral stan-
dards, claiming that envirenment
dictates our behavior and beliefs.
Such moral relativism was
uncritically adopted by much of the
social sciences, and it still
undergirds much of modern cco-

[ENCE & CULTU

The Center seeks nothing
less than the overthrow of
materialism and its
cultural legacies ...

nomics, political seience, psychol-
ogy and sociology.

Materialists also undermined
personal responsibility by asserting
that hurmnan theughts and behaviors
are dictated by our biology and
environment. The results can be
seen in modemn approaches o
criminal justice, product liability,
and welfare, In the materialist
scheme of things, everyone 15 a
victim and no one can be held
accountable for his or her actions,

Finally, materialism spawned a
virulent strain of utopianism.
Thinking they could engineer the
perfect sociery through the applica-
tion of scientific knowledge,

PPl I e

materialist reformers advocated
coercive govermnment programs that
falsely promised to create heaven
on earth.

Discovery Institute’s Center for
the Renewal of Science and Cul-
ture seeks nothing less than the
averthrow of materialism and its
cultural legacies. Bringing together
lzading scholars from the natural
sciences and those from the hu-
manities and social sciences, the
Center explores how new develop-
ments in biology, physics and
cognitive science raise serious
doubes about scientific materialism
and have re-opened the case fora
broadly theistic understanding of
nature, The Center awards fellow-
ships for original research, holds
conferences, and briefs
policymakers about the opporiumni-
ties for life atter materialism.

The Center is directed by Dis-
covery Senior Fellow Dr. Stephen
Meyer. An Associate Professor of
Philosophy at Whirwarth College,
Dr. Meyer holds 2 Fh.D. in the
History and Philosophy of Science
from Cambridge University. He
formerly worked as a geophysicist
for the Atlantic Richfield Com-
pany.
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GoALS
Governing Goals

Fio clefiean sesentife matenalam and it destructive
mroeal, cultugal and politcal begacies,

To replace materalistic explanations with the
thewstse unclenstanding, that natare and human
e are ereated by God

Five Year Goals

Tar see mvelbgent design theody 35 an accepaed
almaiie in the sciences and soentific sesearch
being, done foom te peaspective of design theory

To sce the inning of the infloence of design
ey in sphees other than natunl sowence.

Tar see major new debases in education, life Beocs,
Begal amed peesonal responsibiiny pushed b the
fromt of te national agenda.

Twenty Year Goals

To see mielligent design theory a5 the dosinser
perspeCiive in science.

To see dexign Iheoq- ap'ﬂirmcm m speu'ﬁ-c Fielcls,
weloding,  molecular  beology,  biochemistry,
pu]nmrulng p}m.i.:l.s.rdmrlﬂop’h the nanera
sciences, paychology, eshics, polstics, theology and
pﬂl-lo!qﬂly i the bumanities; b see it nfoence
i the firse arts

Tor #te design theory penmeate our relighous,
culharal, ol and political bife.

FIVE YEAR QBIECTIVES
A major public debate benween design
teerarits arel Diasansiig {hr bt L]
Thenty pubblished hooks con design and its
aulnaral ingplicarions: {sex, perder msues,
medicine, lw, and ;

. Owe hundned sciensifc, academic and

technical articles by our felloms

S-gnl'n:i.nl enverage in national mediy
Covey Aty o msjor newn maguzise ach
s Tiome e Pliwrweed

4 TS show wech o Mow teating design
thery ey

* H.r’..-ul- presi sovernige on deslopaents in
Aeaige oy

* Varorsble op-od preces and oolemes on the
denigm mosemien by ¥ party media

Epicibaal & culnaral eeneaal:

*  Minkne renewdl movement begin fo
wpprogeate bghen feom desiga thecry, and
s grpadate heoliges  Bfiesced by
P i

#  Mgor Chian desominicnsd) defrad{y)
nobtiomal  dosne of  coestion &

e prahante (] [harwindsm
. 4 g g - &
rpekse kit Py s

& Poswrs uptihe b peble opeon pold oa
Erucs wech v seroaliey, dbortion s beliel
n o

Tenm states begm 1o recaly weologeal

mbalance ;e their sience camcula &

Scientific achievemnents

4 As sobve deign movement b8 lanel, the
LIE, sl oihes mlleential coustoes catside
ke S

4 T CBSC Fellows tehing o oo
walversiien

#  Two unwenitier whee deign theory bas
‘brocme the dominmi view

L] Dv-hllﬂmlrhqmyhﬂemﬁi

% Lepil sfoms movemesin Base begalatiee

rm*o-*w

ACTIVITIES
(1) Research Fellowship Peogram (for waning and
puldishing)

(3 From lsne research at the “prcssuee
points” (o g, Pad Chien’s Chengjang Camboan
Foazil Fend in p:]mmshgr, and Do fsc's
resrarch labosatoey im moleosdae biology)

(%) Teacher training,

([4) Acadenic Conleenoes

(5) O waaker Evenis & Conleoences

[6) Alasce-budding, eecouitment of Ransre scaertisis
andl beaders, and q.u-.w.'ga; me*lpd. wich think
unl.i mnl] w.:r Fraaps, educatsanal

chaarches, relsgiosas

Wlpi Irmd.lruu.!.rhd media outders
(T} Apologetics semanass and public speaking,
[8) Oypred sl popalar wmting

M Doowmentanes and other medsa prodhas tiom

(100 Academic debares
{11} Fund Raising and Development
[1.2] General M:ﬂilmniumppm
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THE WEDGE PROJECTS

Phase I. Scientific Research, Writinte & Publication

+ Individual Research Fellgwship Program
# Palcontology Research Program (D Paul Chien et al))
+ Molecular Biology Refearch Program (Dr. Douglas Axe ecal)

Phasé II. Publicity & Opinion-m

Beock Publicity

Opinion-Makef Conferences
Apologetcs Feminars

Teacher Teglning Program

Dp-cd Fellfor

PBS (or gther TV) Co-producton
Publiciry Marerials /Publicatons

* ¥ H

hase III. Cultural Confrontation & Renewa

+  Agdademic and Scienuofic Challenge Conferences
+ tential Legal Acton for Teacher Traning
+ MResearch Fellowship Program: shift to social sciences and humanities

A PROJECT OF THE DISCOVERY INSTITUTE.




‘FIVE YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN SUMMARY

The social consequences of materialism have been devasmnng. As symptoms, those
consequences are certanly worth treating. However, we are convinced that in order to
defeat materialisn, we must cut it off at its source. That source is sgentifc matenalism. This
is precisely our strategy. [f we view the predominant materialistic science as a giant tree, our
strategy is intended to function as a “wedge” that, while relatively small, can split the unk
when applied at its weakest points. The very beginning of this strategy, the “thin edge of the
wedge,” was Phillip Johnson's entique of Darwinism begun i 1991 in Darzdnismr on Tral,
and continued in Rearon in the Balance and Defeating Darninism by Opening Minds. Michael
Behe’s highly successful Daruin’s Black Bux followed Johnson's work, We are building on
this momentumn, broadening the wedge with a positive scientific alternative to matenalistic
scientfic theories, which has come to be called the theory of intelligent design (ID). Design
theory promuses to reverse the stufling dorminance of the mareralist worldview, and o
replace it with a sclence consonant with Christian and theistic convictions.

The Wedge strategy can be divided into three distinct but interdependent phases, which are
roughly but not strictly chronological. We believe that, with adequate support, we can
accomplish many of the objectives of Phases T and IT in the next five years (1999-2003), and
begin Phase III (See “Goals/ Five Year Objectves/ Actviges™).

Phase I: Research, Writing and Publication
Phase II: Publicity and Opinion-making
Phase III: Cultural Confrontation and Renewal

Phase I is the essental component of everything that comes afterward. Without solid
scholarship, research and argument, the project would be just another attempt to
indoctmnate instead of persuade. A lesson we have leamed from the history of science is
that it is unnecessary to outnumber the opposing establishment. Scientific revolutions are
usually staged by an initially small and relagvely young group of scienosts who are not
blinded by the prevailing prejudices and who are able to do creative work at the pressure
points, that is, on those critical issues upon which whole systems of thought hinge. So, in
Phase I we are supporting vital writing and research at the sites most likely 1o crack the
materialist edifice.

Phase II. The primary purpose of Phase I is to prepare the popular reception of our ideas.
The best and truest research can languish unread and unused unless it is properly publicized.
For this reason we seek to culuvate and convince influental individuals in prnt and
broadcast media, as well as think tank leaders, scientists and acadermics, congressional staff,
talk show hosts, college and serminary presidenss and faculty, future mlent and potental
acadernic allies. Because of his long tenure in polines, jourmnalism and public policy,
Discovery President Bruce Chapman bongs to the project rare knowledge and acquaintance
of key op-ed wmiters, journalists, and polincal leaders. This combination of scientific and
scholarly expertse and media and political connections makes the Wedge unique, and also
prevents it from being “merely academic.” Other activities include production of a PBS
documentary on intelligent design and its implications, and popular op-ed publishing.
Alongside a focus on influennal opinion-makers, we also seek to build up a popular base of
support among our natural constituency, namely, Chrstians. We will do this primarily
through apologetics seminars. We intend these to encourage and equip believers with new



scientific evideneds thar suppoet the faith, as well as to “popularize” our ideas in the broader
culture.

Phase III. Once our research and watng have had tome to mature, and the public prepared
for the reception of design theory, we will move toward direct confrontmton with the
advocates of marterialist science through challenge conferences in significant academnic
setings. We will also pursue possible legal assistance in response to resismnce to the
integraton of design theory into public school science curricula.  The artenton, publicity,
and influence of design theory should draw scientific materialists into open debare with
design theorsts, and we will be ceady. With an added emphasis to the social sciences and
humanities, we will begin to address the specific social consequences of materialism and the
Darwinist theory that supports it in the sciences.



~ THE WEDGE STRATEGY PROGRESS SUMMARY

Books

Wiiliarm Dembski and Paul Nelson, two CREC Fellows, will very soon have books published
by major seculsr university publishers, Cambridge University Press and The University of
Chicago Press, respectively. (One criiques Darwinizn maredialism; the other offers a
powerful alternatwe.) Nelson's book, Or Commen Descent, 15 the seventeenth book in the
prestigious University of Chicago “Evolutonary Monographs™ senes and the first to critique
neo-Darwinism. Dembski's book, The Dedgn Inferenve, was back-ordered in June, swo months
pror to 1ts release date. These books follow hard on the heals of Michael Behe's Darin’s
Bizck Bax (The Free Press) which is now in paperback after nine peint runs in hard cover. So
far it has been wanslated into six foreign languages. The success of his book has led to other
secular publishers such as McGraw Hill requestng future otles from ws. This is a
breakthrough. IntesVarsity will publish our large anthelogy, Merr Creatior (based upon the
Mere Creanon conference) this fll, and Zondervan s publishing Maker of Heaven and Earth:
Three Views of the Creation-Evolwtion Controverry, edited by fellows John Mark Reynolds and J.P.
Moreland. MeGeaw Hill solicited an expedited proposal from Meyer, Dembski and Nelson
* on their book Uncsmmmon Descent. Finally, Discovery Fellow Ed Larson has won the Pulitzes
Prize for Swmmer for the Gods, his retelling of the Scopes Toal, and InterVarsity has juse
published his co-authored artack on assisted suicide, A Diferenr Deash.

Academic Articles

Our fellows recently have been featured or published artcles in major scienofic and
acadermic journals in The Proeedingr o the National Acadenry of Saences, Narwre, The Sdentise, The
American  Bialggy Teacher, Biochemizal and Biophysical Research Communications, Biochemistry,
Philpsaphy and Bislygy, Festh o Philotaphy, American Philocophical Quwarterly, Ribetoric & Public
Affairs, Analyeir, Books & Cultire, Ethice & Medicine, Zygan, Perspectives on Scence and the Christian
Faith, Belgour Sindies, Christian Scholars' Restens, The Somthern Josrmal of Philosophy, and the Jowrnal
of Pojchodsgy and Theolsgy. Many more such articles are now in press or awaiting review ar
major secular journals as a result of our first round of research fellowships.  Our owm
journal, Origine & Design, continues to feature scholarly contibutions from CRSC Fellows
and ather scienasts.

Television and Radio Appearances

During 1997 our fellows appeared on numerous radio programs (both Christian and secular)
and five nadonally televised programs, TechnoPabiter, Hardball mueh Coris Matthems, Inride the
L, Freedom Speaks and Firng Line. The special edition of TechroPodti that we produced
with PBS in November elicited such an unprecedented audience response that the producer
MNeil Freeman decided to air a second episode from the “our tkes.” His enthusiasm for our
intellecrual agenda helped somulate a special edinon of William F. Buckley's Firng Line,
featuring Phillip Johnson and two of our fellows, Michael Behe and David Berlinski. At Ed
Asinger’s inaton, Phil Johnson and Steve Meyer addressed Salem Communicadons' Talk
Shew Host conference in Dallas last November, As a result, Phil and Steve have been
interviewed several dmes on Salem wmlk shows across the country. For example, in July Steve
Meyer and Mike Behe were interviewed for rwo hours on the natonally broadeast radio
show fanet Parsball's America. Canadian Public Radio (CBC) recently featured Steve Meyer on
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their Taperiry program. The episode, “God & the Scienusts,” has aired all across Canada
And in Apnl, William Craig debated Oxford atheist Peter Atkins in Atlanta before a large
qudience (moderated by William F. Buckley), which was broadease live g sarellite link, local
radio, and intemet “webcase.”

Newspaper and Magazine Articles

The Firing Line debate generated posiove press coverage for our movement in, of all places,
The Mew Yore Timer, as well 25 2 column by Bill Buckley. [n addigon, our fellows have
published recent articles & op-eds in both the secular and Chnspan press, including, for
examnple, The Wall Streer Journal The New York Timer, The Warkington Times, Natipnal Revden,
Cammrentary, Towchstome, The Detroit News, The Boston Becfew, The Seartke Port-Intedligencer,
Christianity Today, Cosmic Parruite and Wardd  An op-ed piece by Jonathan Wells and Steve
Meyer is awaiting publication in the Wasbington Port. Their article cnticizes the Nadonal
Academy of Science book Tesching abowr Erednion for s selective and ideclogical
presentation of scienafic evidence. Similar articles are in the works.
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EVENTS OF RELEVANCE IN THE LAST THREE WEEKS

Newsweek magazine has published a cover story, “Science finds God,” discussing
among other things evidence for God from cosmology.

McGraw Hill publishers have solicited an expedited proposal from CR3C fellows Steve
Meyer, Paul Nelson, and Bill Dembski for their book on design in DINA,

Steve Meyer and Mike Behe were interviewed for two hours on the natonally broadeast
radio show Janet Parshall’s America. .

Bill Dembski’s book The Design Inferemce has already been back-ordered from Cambridge
University Press in advance of its release.

Fellow Paul Chien has been asked by the leading Chinese paleontologist to co-author a
book with him on the Cambrian Explosion (which has profoundly ant-Darwinian
implications). .

The Society for the Study of Evolution, the oldest and largest professional association of
evolutonary biologists, announced a special teacher aining program to combat design
theory. :

Steve Meyer has been asked to testify before the U.S. Commussion on Civil Rights
concerning anti-religious discrimination in public education.



