
Intellectual® 

Property 
Owners 
Association 

=NAI 
NATIONAL ACADEMY OF INVENTORS 

fig, 9 

Worldwide Universities 

Granted U.S. Utility Patents 

2020 



INSTITUTION RANKING	 # OF
PATENTS

1	 university of california, the

regents of.........................................................597

2	 massachusetts institute of 

		 technology......................................................383

	 3	 stanford university........................................ 229

	 4	 university of texas......................................... 207  

	 5	 johns hopkins university...............................185

	 6	 purdue research foundation........................ 175

	 7 	 wisconsin alumni research foundation..... 162

8	 california institute of technology...........156

	 9	 tsinghua university.........................................155

	 10	 harvard college, president and fellows... 154

	 11	 arizona state university................................ 140

	 11	 university of florida research foundation, .	

		 incorporated................................................... 140

	 13	 university of michigan................................... 134

	 14	 king fahd university of petroleum and 

		 minerals.............................................................. 127

15 	 university of south florida.......................... 123

	 16 	 northwestern university............................... 122

	 17	 university of pennsylvania............................. 111

	 18	 university of minnesota, the regents of.... 110 

19	 columbia university.........................................107

	 20	 university of pittsburgh............................... 106

	 21	 case western reserve university.................. 105

	 22	 university of chicago / uchicago argonne 

		 llc........................................................................ 99

	 23	 university of washington............................... 91

	 24	 university of maryland.................................. 88

	 25	 cornell university............................................87

 	26	 korea advanced institute of science and 

technology (kaist)........................................... 86
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	 27	 university of massachusetts......................... 84		
	 28	 university of arizona / the arizona board 

of regents on behaft of the university 

of arizona........................................................... 81

	 29	 university of illinois....................................... 80

	 30	 duke university..................................................78	
	 30	 korea university research and business

		 foundation.........................................................78

	 32	 industry-university cooperation 

foundation hanyang university..................  76

	 33	 king abdulaziz university.................................71

	 34	 research foundation of state university of .	

new york.............................................................70

	 35	 seoul national university research & 

development business foundation (snu r&db 

		 foundation)....................................................... 68

	 35	 vanderbilt university...................................... 68

	 37	 new york university........................................ 64

	 38	 national tsing hua university.......................63

	 38	 university of colorado, the regents of.....63

	 38	 university of north carolina........................63

41	 rutgers university............................................ 61 

	 42	 florida international university................. 60

	 43	 washington university....................................59

	 43	 yale university...................................................59

	 45	 king saud university.........................................58 

	 46	 jiangnan university.........................................57 

	 46	 university of british columbia.......................57

	 48	 georgia tech research corp........................... 56

48	 sungkyunkwan university research & 

business foundation........................................56

	50	 princeton university........................................55



	 INSTITUTION RANKING	 # OF	
	  	 PATENTS
    		

	 51	 city university of hong kong....................... 54

	 51	 university of southern california.............. 54

	 53	 indiana university research and 

		  technology corporation / indiana 

		  university............................................................53 

	 53	 the university of tokyo..................................53	
	 55	 boston university............................................ 49

	 56	 ohio state innovation foundation / ohio 

		  state university................................................ 48

	 57	 emory university...............................................47 

	 57	 michigan state university................................47

	 57	 national chiao tung university....................47

	 60	 ecole polytechnique, federale de 

		  lausanne............................................................ 46

	 60	 oxford university innovation limited........ 46

	 60	 university of central florida....................... 46 

	 63	 technion research and development 

		  foundation, ltd................................................ 45

	 63	 university of south carolina....................... 45

	 65	 iowa state university research foundation 

		  inc........................................................................ 44

	 65	 northeastern university............................... 44

	 65	 south china university of technology..... 44

	 65	 tohoku university........................................... 44

	 69	 university of virginia alumni patents 

		  foundation.........................................................42

	 70	 carnegie-mellon university............................ 41

	 70	 texas a&m university........................................ 41

	 70	 university of utah research foundation.... 41

	 70	 zhejiang university.......................................... 41

	 74	 penn state research foundation, inc.......... 40

	 74	 university-industry cooperation group of .	

		  kyunghee university........................................ 40
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	 76	 ramot at tel aviv university ltd. ...................39 

	 77	 louisiana state university...............................38 

	 77	 university of nebraska, the board of 

		  regents of / nutech ventures........................38 

	 79	 nanyang technological university.............37 

	 79	 osaka university................................................37 

	 79 	 the chinese university of hong kong..........37

	 79	 university of houston system.......................37

	 83	 university of rochester..................................36  

	 84	 florida state university...................................35

	 84	 north carolina state university...................35 

	 86	 unm rainforest innovations......................... 34 

	 86	 huazhong university of science & 

		  technology....................................................... 34 

	 88	 china university of mining and 

		  technology........................................................33

	 88	 industry-academic cooperation 

		  foundation yonsei university........................33

	 90	 kyoto university................................................32 

	 90	 yissum research development company of 

		  the hebrew university of jerusalem............32		
	 92	 dartmouth college.......................................... 31

	 92	 jiangsu university............................................. 31

	 92	 university of akron.......................................... 31

	 95	 soochow university........................................ 30

	 95	 university of electronic science and 

		  technology of china...................................... 30

	 97	 university of kentucky research 

		  foundation.........................................................29

	 97	 wayne state university.....................................29

	 99	 national cheng kung university...................28

	 99	 national university of singapore.................28

	 99	 tufts university / tufts medical center, 

		  inc.........................................................................28

The information provided in this list is based on data obtained from the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. For this report, a 
university is defined as an institution that grants undergraduate-level degrees. Patents reported are utility patents granted during the 
2020 calendar year. When a patent is assigned to one or more entities, credit is given to the first named entity. The number of patents 
granted does not necessarily indicate the value of a university’s technology, the effectiveness of its research or whether its patents will 

be successfully licensed and/or brought to market. If you have any questions, please contact jcoons@academyofinventors.org
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CNAI 
NATIONAL ACADEMY OF INVENTOr:lS 

The National Academy of Inventors is a member organization comprising U.S. and international 
universities, and governmental and non-profit research institutes, with over 4,000 individual 
inventor members and Fellows spanning more than 250 institutions. It was founded in 2010 to 
recognize and encourage inventors with patents issued from the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office, enhance the visibility of academic technology and innovation, encourage the disclosure of 
intellectual property, educate and mentor innovative students, and translate the inventions of its 
members to benefit society. www.academyofinventors.org 
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The Intellectual Property Owners Association (IPO), established in 1972, is a trade association for 
owners of patents, trademarks, copyrights, and trade secrets. IPO is the only association in the 
U.S. that serves all intellectual property owners in all industries and all fields of technology. IPO 
advocates for effective and affordable IP ownership rights and provides a wide array of services to 
members, including: supporting member interests relating to legislative and international issues; 
analyzing current IP issues; information and educational services; and disseminating information 
to the general public on the importance of intellectual property rights. www.ipo.org 

Contact the NAI: 

National Academy of Inventors 
3702 Spectrum Blvd. Suite 165 

Tampa, Florida 33612-9444 USA 
Phone:813-974-4438 

www.academyofinventors.org 

http://www.academyofinventors.org
http://www.academyofinventors.org
http://www.ipo.org



